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CHAP, t ' 

AJhort dijfertation on light reading. 

BEFORE I finiftied my fecond 
volume, I brought the poor cu- 
^ rate fairly out of his troubles, and 
lefy any of my readers to Jay I left 
the parfonin the fudsj on the con- 
trary, I left him happy with his 
"^ twenty pounds in his pocket to pay 
his whole debts with, which amounted 
to little more than half his capital— 
'You III. B How 




^1 



IB MAR] 

How happy would three fourths of 
the riders in coaches, chariots, vis-, 
a-vees, whilkeys, curriclfes, &c. &c, 
&c. &c. be, if they could fay half as 
much ; but as that is not to be ex-r 
pefted, we will e'en leave them to 
ride further and .further into debt, 
till they whirl to the gates of a pa- 
lace called the KingVBench, or 
fome other of his majefty's build- 
ings, fitted up with needlefs iron 
bars to keep people in, that can't 
keep themfelves out. 

In th€ firft part of my firft and 
fecond volumes I proceeded to tell 
you, in a regular manner, how I 
-walked out of one pcrfon's pocket 
into another ; and defigoed to have 
done fo to the end of about twenty 
volumes, which is as much as I ex- 
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pe6t to fill ; but fince my jumble 
with the printer and his devil obliged 
me to pop in my ftoriesjuft as I 
could recolledl them, you mqft not 
expedl: any more regularity from me: 
fuch a head as mine once put wrong, 
is not eafily put to rights again -, if 
therefore I tell you into whofe hands 
I fell, that is all you muft now look 
for ; but which w^y, or how, or 
when, or why, or wherefore, if you 
expeft any account, ten to one you 
will be difappointed. 

I fell by good luck, into the hands 
of a gentleman of fortune and fa- 
mily, with whofe company I was fo 
much pleafed, that I wiftied to fpend 
all the days of my flender life With 
him ; but as the good old women 
fay, if wifhes were horfes, who would 

B 2 , walk 
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walk afoot ? Would you, Mr. Circu- 
lator of g reafy volu mes ? To you I ad- 
drcfs myfelf, becaufe I know you will 
do me the honour to read the firft half 
dozen pages, to enable you to give 
your opinion to your good cuftom'- 
crs, the youg ladies,' and milleners 
apprentices, whether my book is 
likely to prove fine light tragical 
reading, or one of your heavy merry 
books ? I mention your own words 
in this dcfcription of books; be- 
caufe I heard you give the beft rea- 
fons for your expreflions that ever 
man did ; and I honour both your 
full powdered white wig and your- 
felf for it. ** Sir," fays yoii to a gen- 
tlcman, in whofe pocket I lay, and 
who feemed to ftare at the novelty of 
your ideas, " I call your very tragical 
*• books the lighted reading, becaufe 

" they 
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^ they rnove the nimble ft from my 

^* ihelves, A crying volume. Sir," 
adds you, with an air that would do 
honour to the librari^ Qf the Spanifh 
monarch, "brings me more money in 
'* fix months than a heavy merry thing 
*' will do in fix years : have I not rea- 
" fon. Sir," quoth you, "for what I 
** advance ?" " Indeed," fays the gen- 
tleman in whofe pocket I ^y, making 
a profound obeifance either to your 
wig, perfon, or underftahding, but 
which I declare I never yet could 
learn 5 " I muft own you are perfcdly 
** right." Upon this you returned the 
gentleman's compliment with fo 
fmirking a fide-bow, that had your 
hands been ftuck in a muflf, I (hould 
have miftaken you for the inimitable 
Mr. Nailem himfelf ; but as I have 
loft more time already in talking 
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X with, and about you, than our read- 
ers will thank us for, I fh all e'en 
proceed to my bufiinefs without 
waiting for an anfwer; whether you 
would not rather chufe to ride than 
walk on foot ? 

Mr. Villiers, for that is the nlme 
of the gentleman into whofe hands I 
mentiontid I luckily fell, was no - 
drinker of a bottle after dinner, a 
glafs or two fufEced his occafions-, he 
therefore feldom failed to be at one 
cofFee-houfc or other nigh the play- 
houfes by five o'clock, to fpend an 
hour before the play began •, by 
Svhich means I had an opportunity 
of hearing a curious dialogue, now 
and then, from people in the next 
box, or the next but one or two, or 
even at^ the other end of the room ; 

for 
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for my organs of hearing are excel- 
lent. One evening when Mr. Vil- 
liers was bufy.in perufing a paper of 
punch — Now did I forefee I fhould 
be interrupted by that there felldw 
with the flat nofe, who is fnuffling 
our, *• What the devil is a paper of 
"punch ?" Why, you Dutch maftiff- 
facedhobgobblin, if your brains had 
not been' as much compreiTed againfl: 
the back part of your fkull, as your 
nofe is againfl: thefore part, you would 
foon have conceived that a paper of 
punch is a paper of contradidlions, 
which all pur news papers are : do 
not all the nations in the world, the 
Hottentots not excepted, call a bowl 
of punch a bowl of Englifti contra- 
diftions ? -and if bitter, and fweef, 
and four, and ftrong, and fmall, 
mixt all together are not contradic-. 

B 4 tions. 
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dons, then your nofe is no contradic- 
tion to Hogarth's line of beauty ; fo 
pray keep your ignorance to yourfclf, 
and do not interrupt me and my 
fcnfible readers any more. 



CHAP. IL 

^be great advantage of a Jujlice of 
Peace knowing the world before he 
ftudies Burn. 

IWifli that fellow with the fiat 
nofe had minded his own bufi- 
nefs, and been poifoning all the 
neighbours by vending (linking tal- 
low, inftead of interrupting me : he 
has broke the thread of my difcourfe ; 
and as I never learnt to make a true 
weaver's knot, I (hall hardly be able 

to 
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to tye it neatly together again : bot I 
will do my bed ; and the Englifli 
are naturally fuch good-natured fouls, 
that when they fee a man doing his 
utmbft to. pleafe, they always take 
the will for the deed -, therefore the 
moment I can recoUedt where that 
ott€r-faced fellow put me out, I will, 
go on, ^ 

* » ■» . 

I have it now — the landlady is bawl- 
ing out, ** Carry that twelve penny- 
** worth of punch to Dodtor Plump- 
^' checks.'' The word punch has made 
me recolledt I left off at k paper of 
punch. But befqrc I proceed, 1 can- 
not for the foul of me help alking, 
why you never fee a parfon call for 
lefs than* twelve-penny worth, when 
few laymen exceed fix-penny worth, 
though perhaps they may repeat it 
pftencr ? But not to trefpafs on your 
6 ^'jXv^^^'t^ 
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patience, gentle reader, I will proceed 
in my tale, and call to-morrow fpr 
an anfwer to my queftion. 

As Mr. Villiers was reading, this 
paper of punch, written or printed 
by a Mr. Say, who, on one fide 
of the leaf tells you that-the Ruffians 
had killed fifty thoufand Turks ; and 
on the other fide the leaf fays, that 
the plague had deftroyed this fifty 
thoufand Turks three days before the 
battle. Whilft Mr. Villiers, I fay, 
was perufing this curious paper, I 
was liftening to as curious a dialogue 
in the next box, between a Jamaica 
planter, and a young lieutenant of 
the navy, who I found was his ref- 
lation -" Jack,*' fays the planter, 

'' have you feen my coufin, your 
*' grand-father, fince you came 
*'home?" Yes," fays Jack, *' I left 
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*« him butyefterday." " Did he rc- 
** ccive you as ufual/' fays his friend. 
" Better than ufiial,'* replies this 
Jack Pickle; "L have the witneffes 
^' in my pocket," faying this, he 
pulled out a handful of guineas ; 
*^ Hey day ! from whence came ^ 
^< thefe finging birds. Jack ?" fays 
the Jcinfman. *' I will tell you," 
returns Jack. " You (hall have the 
" whole voyage from my outfet to 
*' mooring in this birth. I went 
'' pafiengcr in the Bigglefvvade cat, ■ 
" and took (hipping at the Crofs- 
*' Keys, in Gracechurch-Street; we 
** run down before the wind at about 
"five knots an hour-, and were 
*' twice very near being overfet, 
. *' though the gale was moderate, but 
" ^hen the bulk of our loading was 
" above deck : however, we arrived ' 
" at laft fafe at Bigg^k^^-eA^s V-^.'^^ 
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" another only put alhore there, the 
^^ reft proceeded on their voyage to 
" York. I foon reached my grand- 
*' father's cabbin, who was fpecial 
'' glad to fee nie, and foon ftowed 
" my after-hold full of roaft beef. 
*' We then had a good deal of jaw 
*' together •, and he told me a long 
" rigmaroll of things that happened 
" the year after the queen of Sheba 
" took a trip to vifit king Solomon, 
I foon found the old gentleman 
was beft pleafed when I laughed 
** heartily, fo I had nought to do 
« but let him go on, and I kept 
.*' laughing, without minding a fm- 
*' gle word he faid. At laft fome- 
*' thing put it into his head to fpeak 
*« about my father's fudden death, 
" which fet the old man a-crying. 
" I not knowing but he was going on 
" with his bag of tales, kept laughing 
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«* on ftill : « What, firrah, (fays the 
** old gentleman) arc you fuch a pro- 
^* fligate as to laugh at your father's 
" death?" Death! (fays I, rather fur- 
«« prifed to find myfelf running bump 
^* upon a lee-fhore, and how to tack 
*• about fuddenly was the difficulty j) 
*« death! grandfather? (fays I) "Yes, 
*' firrah, (fays he) . I was lamenting 
«« your father's death, and you fell 
" a-laughing." By this time I had fill- 
** ed the forefail, and calling to my- 
«' felf, Helni a lee, got upon the other 
*' tack in the twinkling of a marling- 
*' fpike. Lord, grandfather (fays I) 
*' I was fo bufy in thinking of that 
** laft merry ftory, that I could not 
** help laughing over again, fo loft 
** what you faid about my poor fa- 
" then This fct all to rights, and 
*' we foon got under way again. 

'♦ The 



r 16 ] 

*< was the hiftory of Captain What- 
" d'y-call-um, that was IhipwreGked 
** upoh an uninhabited ifland in the 
** deferts of Arabii^ then there is 
*' the hiftory of the Pirates in the 
** Weftern Indies— what a glorious 
** fellow that Captain Blackbeard 
*' was! he (hot two mutineers with 
** his own hands for refufihg to eat 
" fait with their dumplings. I did 
^« not read that part myfelf, but 1 
*' heard my landlady at the Shoul- 
**der of Mutton fay it is fo in her 
*' book/' Blefs me, grandfather, 
** fays I, what with converfatios, 
** and what with reading, what a 
** fund or knowledge you have laid . 
" in ! *' Knowledge, my boy ! aye, 
" aye, not only of land matters, but;^.^ 
•' of Ihip matters too, I have ftole 
*Vfo mu^h knowledge by talking 

" with 
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^' with my brother, the admiral, that 
«« I think I could carry a fhip thro* 
<« the Baltick into the Mediterranean 
•* armoft as foon as himfelf." Aye, 
«* and fooner too, 1*11 anfwer for it, 
«* fays I, with a little pra6tice. ** A 
** little praftice ! boy 5 aye, and a 
*« very little praftice too, would have 
*Vcarried me round the world better 
^< than admiral Ahfon. I would not 
<* have ftuck upon the Cape's Horns ' 
^< fo many months, flarving and 
*« freezing, as he did. Til warrant 
<< you, boy ; though I think people 
<< made more noife about getting 
•« over them Horns than they need 
•* have done. **You are right, fays 
1, ^< but he did it to make folks 
*• think him a very cleyer fellow : 
*' he knew on which fide his bread 
<' was buttered. But you feem to 
Vol, III. C " know 
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<^ know all the world, grandfather. 
" Pray, how could you get fb much 
*' knowledge by your own fire-fide, 
*' as I may fay ? " Knowledge i my 
boy," fays the old fellow, his dina 
eyes twinkling with pleafure all 
" the time, " why^ I have not told 
** you half yet; I know there is a 
" great prolific fea called the At- 
^' lambftick, that the Spaniards have 
" almoft all to themfelves : then 
there is the' Laplanders, that inha-- 
bit the coaft of Portugal •, then 
" there is your Greenland whales, and 
" white bears, from the emprcfs of 
" Morocco's dominions ; then there 
" is Rufhia leather, and olives, from 
.** Pcnfylvania-, then there is your 
*' Turks, and your Tartars, and 
" fugar planters, all along the gold 
" coaft in Canada j then there is your 

.^'cle- 
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** elephants, and crocodiles, in the 
•* river Nile in Jamaica : in (hort, 
^* Boy, a man would hardly be able 
*^ to tell all I know in a week." Nor 
** in a month neither, at the rate you 
*' go on, grandfather, fays I. I 
** cxpeft I ihall never know fo much 
*' as long as I live, if I was to keep 
** a reckoning for the whole (hip*s 
*' company, matter, and mate, and 
<« all. " May be not," fays the juf- 
♦' tice 5 " every body was not born 
^ with fuch a memory to reftrain 
^* things, when they have catched 
*' them, as me : but have a good 
** heart, my boy ; a relation of mine 
*• can never want fenfe enough to 
•' get through this world." At 
** thefe words he rofe up, and went 
*^ to his delk, and fell to counting 
M his money, to know what he could 

C 2 *' f^ax^ 
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** fpare for his annual prefent. Five 
<< guineas ufed to be the fum : but 
^* the fund of knowledge I had 
^< found in him, 1 (fid not fear would 
^^ help me to fomething more \ nor was 
** I difappointed, for he brought me 
^^ twenty guineas ; told me I was a 
<' fine boy, and as I was partly a man 
*< now, he did not doubt but I 
•* knew how to manage my money. 
^< On this I po€keted the calh along 
^^ with his blelling, and away I 
** luffed. I could not help, as I 
^ plied up to Bigglefwade, to get 
" into the track of the York Fly- 
*• boat, from being pleafed at leavt 
•*-ing the good old man fo well con- 
*« tented with himfel£ Although 
*^ hQ bad turned th6 workl, - that 
•* poor I was to get through, quite 
^^ upfide down \ and had fo jumbled 

"the 
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*« the Turks, and Tartars, with the 
<< fugar planters, and Greenland 
*^ whales, that it will be a difEculc 
^ matter foon to know which is 
•* which ; but as you are my friend, 
^^ I am glad he has landed you all 
^^ fafe upon the gold coaft in Cana- 
da. I began to be afraid that in 
' complaifance to the bulk of your 
companions, the whales, he would 
^ have left you to raife fugars either 
" in the North Sea, or the Bay of 
*^ Bifcay i In both which places the 
** foil would have been too wet for 
you ; but on &cond thoughts I 
found he could not injufticeland 
^* you any where bi^t where he did» 
^ becaufe he diredtly fent a trocqp of 
^ elephants to Jamaica, to trample 
^^ down your plantations, to which 
^^ he added an army of xrocodiks to 

C^ ^^"^s^ 
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**^ eat up all your negroes : but iii 
** the main he is a good old foul, . 
" Ned, and, I will anfwer for him, 
** did not know he was doing fo much 
** mifchicf ; therefore I hope you will 
•* forgive him, and not think the 
^' worfe of him." *' My thoughts of 
*' him," fays the kinfm^n of this Jack 
Pickle, very gravely, " I fhall keep 
•' to myfelf ; but I (hall tell you 
*' what I think of you, if you de- 
« fire it." " I do defire it/* fays 
Pickle. *' Then,'^ adds his companion, 
"I agree with your grandfather in 
" thinking you not only a fine boy,- 
but fo very fine a boy, that you 
would grace a cart up Holborn- 
" hill better than any hero that has 
*' tode that cavalcade thefe twenty 
'< years.*' '' But not," fays Pickle, 
with the greateft good humour in 

the 
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the world, . " fo long as my twenty 
" guineas laft, which are all fafe yet ; 
*' and to keep them fo I (hall make 
" you pay for the coffee ;" which the 
planter inftantly did^ ancJ away 
ihey both went. 

Now» if I had a good hand at 
thofe matters, what a curious difler- 
tation could I write upon the honefl: 
well-meaning fimplicity of the juftice, 
and the archnefs of this pickled 
grandfon of his; but, alas, my talent 
lays another road. I can recount a 
plain faft, without either adding or 
diminifhing, and make a ihift to un- 
derhand myfelf, though perhaps not 
many of my readers can ; but as to 
diiTertations, obfervations, allegati- 
ons, ratiocinations, elucidations, de- 
predations, elevations, atteftations, 

C 4 cmen- 
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emendations, deliberations, beatifica* 
tions, purgations, fandifications, eja- 
culations, dulcorations, exemplifica- 
tions, expefborations, afleverations, 
agitations, examinations, perpetra- 
tions, annihilations, determinations, 
procraftinations, reftorations, faliva- 
tions, exculpations, circulations, ag- 
gravations, animations, renunciations, 
anticipations, aflaffinations, afibcia- 
tions, capitulations, ratifications, cal- 
cinations, derivations, participations, 
and all the congregations of quota- 
tions, or even gratifications, &c. &c. 
&c. too tedious for me to recoiled:, 
or my reader to read, I pretend not 
to meddle with them at all,, but leave 
each article to the perfon bed qua- 
lified to handle it ; only recommend* 
ing to the learned <ioclor A, -the re- 
verend and thrice learned dodor B ; 

the 
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the very learned parfon C, and the 
ftill more learned Mr. D, &c« &c. 
CO follow my example, and take par- 
ticular care they don't fall upon the 
fubjeft they are the leaft qualified to 
handle. 

Very ingenious men have ipHt 
upon this rock before now ; and^ by 
miftaking their talents, have cut as 
bad a figure as I ihould do if I at* 
tempted to fpeak in the houfe of 
commons; let not then the learned 
do6tors, and efquires, and mailers, 
to whom I give thefe hints, take it 
in dudgeon ; I mean them well, and, 
as a good chriftian, I ihould rejoice 
to fee their light ihine before men ; 
but too many of them who have 
great learning, for want of a little 

judg. 
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Judgment, keep burning their candle 
under a bufhel, and all their life-^ 
time, for the guts of them, can nei- 
ther get the candle out of the bu- 
fhcl, nor the bulhel kicked off the 
candle, by which means many a can- 
dle ; which, if properly placed, might 
have exhibited a ftriking light, has 
burnt wafte for forty years, and 
then gone out , without its neareft 
neighbour's knowing it ever exiftcd ; 
and this will eternally ' happen, till 
our great wifdom (hall think proper 
to follow that unerring rule ; ftudy 
firft to know thyfelf, which that you 
may all do both black coats and 
brown— from the lawn fleevcs to 
the tattered caflfock ; from the 
curled magnificent phyfical wig, to 
the thread-bare poet's curl-lefs bri- 
gadier. 
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g^ier^ is the hearty prayer of, wor- 
thy and thrice learned 

Sirs, 

Your mod devoted and 

* 

Moft obedient, andmoft 
Humble fervent, and finccre 
WcU-wifhcr, &c, &c. &c. 



CHAP. IV. 

A Baylor's foul cofis \ as much faving 

as a MarCs. 

% 

THE Jamaica planter and his 
hopeful kinfman, the lieute- 
nant, had not been gone five mi- 
nutes before their box was occupied 
by two well looking gentlemen, to 

whofe 
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whofc difcourfc I prick'd up my cars 
dircftly 5 they fat filent till the cof- 
fee came, but the moment the fumes 
of that vivifying liquor reached their 
noftrils, one of them began to fpeak. 
** I thought,'* fays the youngeft *• you 
^* would have been near Uxbridgc 
** before this/' " So I fhould,'* re- 
plies the other, *' but my wrong- 
** headed pious rogue of a taylor 
^^ has not got my {hooting jacket 
*• done; my humanity will not fuf- 
•* fer me to turn the rogue off, oa 
^* account of bis family 5 and yet 
^' thefc pretended holy vermin have 
*' gotten fuch hold on the fellow's 
^<fmall (hare of fenfes, that I fear 
<' he will be a beggar as long as he 
^' lives. How do you think he has 
«« ferved me ?" " I Ihould be glad 
J« to hear," fays the fri<nd. «• FU 

«* tell 
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*• tell you," rejoins the firft fpeaker, 
who was a fine looking fellow, only 
his eyes were placed fo far back in 
his head, that nature fearing they 
might not keep k good a guard on 
his face as was neceflary, had fur-^ 
niihed him with a nofe that jutted 
out as far as a fnail's horns, and be* 
ing as fenfible to the touch, was of 
the fanie ufe in giving him notice 
when he aproached near any danger ; 
I don't infmuate by this that he had 
a tendernofe ; but in the, main, that 
he looked like a man that it would 
be very dangerous to take by the 
nofe. 

" I called," fays the owner of the 
long nofe, *' on this pious devil of 
•* a taylor, the day before yeftcrday, 
" and ordered hini to get my coat 

" done. 
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<< done, arid bring it home this morn-i 
^^ ing." *' Sir," fays the poor ragged 
loufe- feeder, *' I wbuld not work 
^* to-nnorrow if you would givie me 
♦* this world and another fuch ; it 
<^ is a folenf)n faft day." " Upon my 
^« word, fays I, I am glad to find our 
«« bifliops are fo alert, and our great 
♦' men fo religioufly inclined ; it is 
^« a very proper ftep, to be fure, for 
«« this poor nation is threatened not 
^' only with war, but the plague like- 
*' wife, and then famine naturally en- 
♦« fues •, therefore on that account I 
^« think a folemp faft very neceffery. '^ 
^' That account !" fays this vermia 
canibal, " our faft is a faft of our own 
^« appointing, and on a ten times 
^' more melancholy account than all 
"the plagues and fapriines in the 
f* world i what more melancholy ac- 

^* counr. 
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^' count," fays I, a little alarmed, 
can poffibly happen? "Sir," fays 
the fellow, (ftretching his face a- 
bove a foot and a half long by his 
own meafure, which, tho' a fliort 
yard, yet half of it long enough for 
any Chriftian's facej " can you^ Sir, 
*' live in this country, and not know 
** that the thirteenth apoftle, the pi- 
*' ous, the devout, the moft revq- 
<* rend, and moft religious Doftor 
*' Squintum is dead, and the bre-' 
" thren have appointed a folenin faft 
" on the dreadful occaiion ? But how 
*' to face the good foul that preaches 
" the funeral fermon, unkfs I caa 
'^ mutter a quarter guinea to drop 
"on the plate, I know notj and I 
" have yut three fhillings in the 
" world to purchafe one with." 

" Why, firrah," fays I, for here I loft 

all 
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all patience, **you dolt, you afs, 
«« you driveller, you wet-nurfe to 
"iniriads pf black lifted cattle, is 
<' it not enough that the departed 
** fcoundrel robbed you both of your 
** money and fenfes whilft he was 
^' alive, but you muft let one of his 
rogues, at his death, double thofe 
robberies upon you ? Is not this 
^' quarter guinea to cnake up a fum 
" to pray for the falvation of the 
** good man's foul, becaufe he had 
*' fo many of his flock to take care 
" on, that it is fuppofed he had very 
•' little time to look after his own ?" 
" Lord, mafter," fays the (hamble- 
knee'd rogue, with his face fliort- 
encd half in half,) ** I find you arc 
**. one of us, and have been joking 
" me all this time 5 why, the money 
*' is for that very ufe : no body could 

"khow 
6 
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*« know it bat one of the ele£t. '* 
•* One of the infane, you rtiean, fays 
*^ I, you dried fprat. — Here in- 
" deed I was tempted, in my paf- 
*^ (ion, to call names ; but as I had 
*' talked to him fo cooly before, I 
** thought I would keep my temper 
*« ftilL— Why, you calves head 
«' without brains, fays I, have 
*' not I feen you amongft the rab- 
•* ble, with a mouth wide enough to 
" fwallow a common barn-door 
^•fowl, feathers and all, roaring a- 
gainft popery and flavery; and 
now you fwallow one of the groflt 
•« eft tenets of popery which the dif- 
" guifed Jefuits, your preachers, 
«« every now and then fufFer un- 
*' guardedly to appear barefaced, as 
•* Teague fays, the devil fometimes 
** lets his cloven foot. At the men- 
Vol, III. D «' tion 



C€ 



cc 



I S4 1 

** tion of the word devil, he opened 
^^ his (hears, and put himfelf in ait 
^^ attitude, as if hedefigned to fnip 
" his head off the inftant he appear- 
ed, although at the fame time I 
could perceive the hair on the 
crown of his head making an ef^ 
" fort to rife, but was fo loaded with 
^^ animalculse, that only a few ftrag^ 
^' ling hairs could obey the impulfe^ 
*' and chofe indeed did Hand as ere& 
" as a front line of grenadiers^ 
" What the devil is the matter witb 
" the fellow ? fays I, From whence 
** comes this look of horror and dif- 
" may ? " O Sir!'* fays the^ con* 
" fumer of cucumbers, ** you have 
** mentioned the devil twice, and he 
^' is not a gentleman to be joked 
" with, unlefs at thie Tabernacle ; for 
f • there our holy teacher can handle 

*' him 
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«* him as he pleafcs/' Not fo well, 
^ fays I, as he can handle your mb- 
^ ncy, you white livered varlet ; 
** but what do you give him your 
•* money for ? ** For his trouble in 
** faving my precious foul,'^ fays 
<<ftitch. — ^Why, firrah, fays I, for 
"now! began, fpite of my teeth, to 
^^ be in a real paflion, you fhal- 
** low crowned baboon, you walk- 
«* ing fkeleton, are you fool enough 
^« to fcrape, and cheat, and cabbage, 
** all you can lay your hands-on, and 
** ftarve your thin-gutted fclf and 
** your whole family, in order to pay 
^ a better price for your ninth part 
•* of a foul, than the drunken holier 
** over the way does for a whole foul. 
*^ Let me fee you work more on 
** week-days, inftcad of following 
f* thofe defigning villains ; Ileal lefs, 

D 2 '^ ^^^ 
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« and employ your earnings cntirclf 
' for the ufe of your family ; thank 
' God with a grateful heart, when 
' you go to bed, for his bleffings : 
« this will enable you to go decently 
' dreffcd on a Sunday to your parifh 
' church, and, with a good confci- 
« ence, pay your devotions to your 
« Maker, who entrufted every man 
^ with his own talent, and expefts 
' an account from himfelf, and not 
' leav^ his reckoning to a holy attor- 
' ney, who will be damned long be- 
< fore he can put in an appearance 
' for you. This will be the true 
' way, not only to fave that frac- 
' tion of a foul of yours, but ta 
* give you courage in this world, nei- 
' ther to be afraid of the devil, nor 
' even mankind, who are feveral of 
l^ them, 1 have reafon to think, as 

«'bad. 
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*« bad, if not worfe than the devil 
" himfelf : fo fit down, and get my 
" coat done, and work to-morrow 
^^ to earn money, inftead of fafting, 
" and praying, and running in debt 
•• to change your three (hillings into 
*' a quarter-guinea, to fave the foul 
^ of a fellow that never himfelf be- 
*• lieved he had one to fave. . Do 
*« this, I fay, or FU befpeak the 
<* darkeft cell in Bedlam for you, 
** and carry you thither my ('elf in my 
** great-coat pocket, although I muft 
** be obliged to give the keeper a 
^* certificate that you have for fomye 
«« years pafled for a man, elfe he 
^' will fwear I have brought him an 
*' Italian greyhound. Then with a 
<* ftamp, that made him bounce off 
^' the floor like a pea from the end 
^' of a boy's piece of broken tobacco- 

D 3 t' m^x 
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<« pipe, I turned about and left hini» 
*« What efFeA my advice had on him 
*^ I can't tell, but my coat did hot 
*« come hoipe thi? morning," " No," 
fays the gentleman to whom he was 
telling his tale, ^' nor can it come 
home till night ; for I faw the Ian- 
thorn-jaw'd rogue coming out of the 
Tabernacle aoiongfl: the thick of 
<^ them, turning up the white of his 
•« eyes with more devotion than even 
« mother Cole herfelf* So that aU 
<^ thefe amazing cool arguments dt 
f * yours had no more efFeft on the 

*' infatuated varlet than a' city 

f^ Renionftrance has on a determined 
** —and your next fuit and mine^ 
« (for I likewife employ the mifcra- 
«* ble obj^dt,) muft have feven and 
•* twenty.penny worth of extraordi- 
" nary cabbage pared off the ikirts, 

"to 
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** to make up the difference betmxt 
<' three ffaillings and a fivt and three- 
** penny piece.'* 



CHAP. V, 

,4 new fajbioned bandhrMef far a 

^ourfier. 

HERE my owner was caHed up- 
on by Long Sir Timothy to go 
to the play ; fo up he darted, and 
bid the waiter t^ke pay for his diih 
of coffee, and bring change ; but 
Sir Timothy flopped the fellow, and 
after wiping his nofe with the infide 
of his coat lap, told him to fave the 
trouble of bringing change for thc^ 
iix-pence, he would drink a difh of 
coffee himfelf. On which, having 

P4 two 



C 40 ] 

minutes to fpare, down they both 
fat. Sir Timothy then bid the waiter 
bring a large flice of bread and but- 
ter, which, being inftantly done, he 
rammed it down with as much cele- 
rity as the Norfolk farmers bolt 
their flices of bacon ; then fwal- 
lowing the coffee fo hot that it would 
have fcaldcd Powell the fire-eater, 
he darted up, and (hot like light- 
ning, out of the room, for fear the 
waiter ftiould overtake him, and aflc 
for pay for his bread and butter : 
my owner not being able to get fo 
quick after him, becaufe his fword 
was a little entangled as he rofe from 
his feat, I heard the waiter fay, 
*« Score Sir Timothy apiece of bread 
and butter." " Not I," fays the wo- 
man at the bar, *• I gave over fcor- 
f[ ing when it came to a hundred, 

" and 
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^' and that's a year fince." When 
my owner came out he found Sir 
Timothy waiting for him very 
contentedly in the rain ; for altho* 
he had been at court that day, yet 
he was very fenfible the rain could 
do very little damage to his uncurrd 
tie wig, and rufty thread-bare black 
coat, darned linder both (leeves, and 
the lining pieced on the corner of 
that fkirt he fo frequently made ufe 
of for a handkerchief-, he therefore 
ilood contentedly with his hat un- 
der his arm, bidding defiance to 
wind and weather ; but neither my 
owner's hair or cloaths being wea- 
ther-proof he called luftily for a 
coach ; .as we were nigh a ftand we 
heard a chirrup to the horfes, and 
the crack of a whip at the fame in- 
ftant, Whilji the ragged Jehu was 

drawing 
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drawing up to the foot pavement, k 
roan had got hold of Sir Timothy, 
and was prefling him in a very mi- 
ferabie tone to pay bis fmall bill ; 
for, by the help of feveral as good 
cuftomers as himfelf, be and his fa- 
mily were ftarving. " Sir Timothy,** 
lays Mr, Villicrs — " ** pay that poor 
•* creature, he feems to want it*** 
•* Rot him,** fays the knight of the 
greafy Ikirt, •^be always attacks me 
** when I have no change in my pock- 
•« et 5 1 have not a note lefs than fifty, 
•* and he only wants five guineas; 
^* can you lend me as much ?** "Yes,** 
fays Mr.Villiers, and inftantly put the 
money into his hand. On which Sir 
Timothy called the fellow ^fide, told 
him to be at the coffee houfe immedi- 
Jltely after the'play, and have his receipt 

ready figncd j then whipp'd into the 

coach 
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coach after Mr. Viflicrs, drew up 
the glafs, aod kft the man to wait 
with his receipt, either in the rain or 
the coffee-houfe, which he pleafed ; 
wher(^ the poor devit may be wait- 
ing till now for Sir Timothy— who, 
I'll take upon me to fay, won't fee 
the infide of that coffee-houfe again 
thefe twelve months, for fear the 
poor creature and his r^aeip$ «iould 
be waiting ftilL Tfcu^, reader, what 
to you and me would have been a 
firange embarraifment, proved to 
the long-legged knight a lucky^x- 
cufe to borrow, or to fpeak more 
properly, to fteal five guineas 9 for 
we call it borrowing where there is 
an intent to pay, but no man cari 
accufe the worthy knight of ever fuf- 
fering fuch a thought to enter eithyri' 

into his head or heart. Why Icall 

it 
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it a lucky excufe is, becaufe the 
knight had long before fo quite ex- 
haufted the whole catalogue of ex- 
cufes, fuch as changing his breeches 
in a hurry ; forgetting to call at his 
banker's ; lending a worthy good-na- 
tured fellow as he came along all 
the money in his pocket, cum mul' 
tis aliisy that he began in his old 
-^^•ttge to be a little at a lofs for frefh 
excufes, the ftale ones being as well 
known to all his acquaintance as his 
long legs and lank tye-wig ; there- 
fore Mr. Villiers furniflied him with 
a lucky excufe, by defiring him to 
pay the poor man ; and for his re- 
ward, I'll take upon me to aflure 
him, that himfelf and the poor re- 
ceipt- writer will neither of them have 
reafon to boad of being firft paid. 

After 



r 45 D 
After the play was finifhed, Mr* 
Villiers looked for his friend Sir Ti- 
mothy ; but he, worthy foul, not 
cxpedling another five-guinea ex- 
cufe could poflibly happen thac 
night, had given him the flip. 
As Mr. Villiers was but a new 
acquaintance of Sir Timothy's, hav- 
ing accidentally eaiteti a mutton^ 
chop together that day, and there 
made an appointment to go to the 
play, he dreamed of little lefs than 
finifhing the evening over a bottle 
with his new long- fhank'd friend, 
and therefore haftened back to the 
cofFee-houfc, where he, as well as 
myfelf, heard Sir Timothy order the 
receipt-bearer to attend. No Sir 
Tim — could he fee there ; but he 
took notice of an induftrious look- 
ing man that fat in a corner, watch- 



ing 
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ing the door, who he naturally 
guefled was the gentleman in wait- 
ing ; but was further convinced it 
muft be the fame, bccaufe whenevei^ 
the door opened, the man looked 
up rather higher than the top of it, 
whereas for a middle fized man peo-^ 
pic caft their eyes not much higher 
than the centre of the entrance; how- 
ever, the poor man kept fipping his 
three-penny worth of punch by tea* 
fpoonfuls to make it lafl, and Mr. 
Villiers kept reading the news-papers 
over and over again, till the hour 
began to approach. 

When midnight wolves howl through the 
dreary wafte ; 

but no Sir Titnothy came. The ex* 
pefting parties* might have ftaid till 
doomfday before the expefted heroe 

would 
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would ever have thought of them y 
his long legs had carried his long 
bodjrin fearch of another five*gui- 
nea touch ; — whether he found one 
or not, if ever I have the good }uck 
to hear, you (hall certainly know^ 



CHAP. Vf . 

AJkepyfuij£3. 

THE poor man having given 
over all hopes of feeing the 
knight of the woeful countenance^ 
— with a heavy (igh fwallowed the 
lafl: tea fpoonful of his punch ; then 
putting his hand to his pocket, with 
an air better imagined than defcrib'd, 
making a face as if he was going to 
draw his bowels out inftead of his 

money. 
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money, he advanced to the bar td 
difcharge his great reckoning. Mr, 
Villiers, who only read with one eye, 
and, like the departed dodtor, look'd 
fliarp about him with the other, had 
too much fendbility to let fuch A 
thing efcape him : he afked the man 
as he paffed by him, " if he had not 
** been waiting for Sir Timothy ?*' he 
anfwered with as longanafpiration, as 
if he was fucking the word up from 
the fole of his foot, "Yes, Sirj" 
«'Then," fays Mr, Villiers, "as I was 
" partly the occafidn of your lofing 
" fo much time, you muft give me 
" leave to pay the little expence you 
*' have been at," and inftantly or- 
dered the waiter to bring fix-penny 
worth of punch more for the good 
man — he thanVd him with an air of 
gratitude, and replied, " Yes, Sir, 

<« the 
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*« the lofs of my time was hard upon 
*« me to-night, for I was going where 
*« I fhould have earned hilf a 
*• crown to have bought my fa- 
•* mily a dinner to-morrow, inftead 
•* of which, after I had paid for 
•* my glafs of punch, I ftiould 
** have gone home with one lingle 
•* halfpenny in my pocket.** •* What 
** tradedre you ?'* fays Mr. VilHers j 
** I was,** fays the man, " a cabinet- 
♦* maker in good repute, but the cut- 
** torn of two great men entirely 
" broke me; and, atprefent, I fup- 
** port my family by doing little 
•*jobbs, and picking up a pidlure, 
*' or fitting up a curious little cabi- 
^* net now and then ; and this debt 
**of Sir Timothy's, is for a pifture 
" that he fold at an auftion for five 
**and twenty guineas, only by add- 
" ing a three-guinea frame to it. 
Vol. III. E ^ h^VCv^^ 
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" >yhich was never paid for,'' " Have 
*' you ever a cabinet by you at pre* 
. " fent ?" fays Mr. Villiers ;— « Yes, 
" Sir,'* fays the man, " I have the 
" prettieft little thing you ever faw, 
•' and have fitted it up fo well, 
" that 'it is not only as good 
" to appearance, but alfo better in 
** reality than a new one. I can 
" afford it for two guineas, tho* 
" it was never made for twelve." 
" Then,'* fays Mr. Villicrs, « pray 

" bring it to the third houfe in 

Street, in the morning; /here is a 
guinea by way of carneft; ^nd if 
*' it anfwers your defcription, which 
" I don't doubt, I fhall give you 
'' three guineas inftead of two for 
" it." The livelieft fancy can hardly 
form an idea of the furprifing change 
this rhade in the n^an's countenance ; 

he 
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he took the guinea, but was unable 

to utter more than, "Thank you, 
" Sir, Sir, I thank you ; thank you^ 
" Sir, Sir, I thank you." Thefe words 
I believe he would have repeated 
as often as there are changes on fix 
bells, if the waiter had not brooghc 
himtheglafs of punch, which chang'd 
his tone into ** Your health, Sir,— • 
" Sir, your good health/* Then 
drinking it off* with more fatisfadion 
than the man that got the laft pa* 
tent of a thoufand a year could do 
for the foul of him, he made a bow^ 
wherein gratitude was as ftrongly 
painted as ingratitude is in the face 
of**** 

In the morning the poor man, 
for fear of miffing the hour of ten, 
the time appointed, was there at 

£ 2 half 
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half pafk feven. Mr. Villiers, ^h6 
generally rofe at eight, hearing h^ 
was below, fent for him and his czr 
binet up : it really anfwered the 
ipan's defcription, but had coft twice 
the fum he faid, at lead: ; he 
had taken furpriling pains in fitting 
ie up, and Mr. Villiers, who was a 
j^idge, foon faw its value, he there- 
fore gave him five guineas befides 
his earneft; the man took up only 
two, and faid, ^^ that was enough of 
. " all confcience, and he thank'd him 
" kindly : but Mr. Villiers told him, 
" although it might be enough for 
** fuch a reafonable man to alk, yet 
" it was hot enough for him to give.'^ 
This ended all difputes, and the ca- 
binet-maker went home as happy as 
a prince, leaving Mr. Villiers not 
only delighted with the opportunity 

of 
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ferving an honeft induftrious man, 
but aftually ten or eleven pounds 
richer than he was the minute before 
the five guineas walked out of his 
purfe into Sir Timothy's breeches- 
pocket; where, notwithftanding* the 
fliifts and fliirks he pradlifes daily 
to obtain a f^w guineas, he always 
puts them fo hot into that long 
pocket) that they bum the bottom 
out. 



CHAR VIL 

Pop in^ and pop out^ 

MR. Villiers, though a man of 
falhion, and kept the bed 
company, yet delighted in variety •, 
for which reafon he feldom mifs'd 

E3 being 
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being once or twice a fortnight at an 
agreeable club of merchants, and 
better kind of tradefmen, who met 
three days in the week at the Crown 
and Anchor, nvhere he took a fancy 
to a little hatter, becaufe he perceived 
him, at the bottom, an honed, well^ 
meaning man ; he therefore not only 
bought all his own hats of him, but 
got him good cullom by recommen- 
dations. Now this honeft little fel- 
low being a bachelor, keeps but 
one fervant, which he calls a maid ^ 
of all work. When he gets drunk, 
which doth not happen above fe- 
ven times a week, he is never fo 
happy as when he is expatiating on 
the virtues of this virgin of his, 
efpecially her fobriety. One even- 
ing, when Mr. Villiers carried me to 
the club, whether, this honeft man 

had 
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had drank more than ordinary, or 
the vehemence with which he re- 
counted the praifes of this maid of 
4II work, had driven the fumes of 
his liquor with more velocity than 
ufual into his pericranium, I know 
not, but fo it happened, that the 
brufher of new and old hats almoil 
entirely loft the ufe of his legs. My 
owner would have put him into a 
coach, but there was no fnch thing 
as perfuading him, nothing being fo 
certain, as that the more any man is 
overtaken, the foberer he fancies 
himfelf; therefore walk home he 
would, in fpite of all Mr. Villiers 
could fay ; the confequence was, the 
firft ftep he made after he quitted the 
iron rails, as he went down the 
ftreet-door fteps — ^carried him in a 
fine circumvendibus reel quite a- 

E 4 crofs 
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crofs the ftreet, where, luckily for 
him, but unluckily for herfelf, a 
poor woman happened to be carry- 
ing home a bundle of dirty linen 
to wafh ; againft her hips did his 
head come with fuch a thump, 
that it fent her headlong on thie 
foot path, with the bundle rolling 
four or five yards before her; the 
woman thinking (he was knocked 
down with a blow on the head, in- 
fiead of the tail, roared out, fire I 
thieves! and murder ! fo nimbly, that 
although (he pronounced every fyU 
lable diftinftly, yet to me they ap* 
pearcd but one fliort word. Mr, 
Villiers, who never , fufpcdled the 
little dyer of hats would make fuch 
a quick excurfion, and was there- 
fore looking if he had not fallen 
through the iron-bars into the area, 

foon 
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foon guefled by the (hrilnefs of the 
tone what was the matter*, he 
therefore whipp^ a-crofs the ftreet 
to fet affairs to rights before the 
watchmen's lanthorns, which h? 
faw hobbling along from different 
avenueis, (hould approach too nigh; 
being fenfible that tbefe gentlemen^^ 
like true peace-officers, always help 

to bring a fkirmifh to a ferious 
battle, and then avail themfelves of 
thf confequence ; a (hilling, an4 
fome alTiftance to find her^ bundle, 
had fent the poor wotpan off*, with 
^ curtfey, before the hobbling lan«f 
thorn-bearers arrived, Kpw the whole 
group of midnight magiftrates, within 
the attraftion of the voice, confifted 
of three fwho, altho' not good men 
and true, were the beft the parilh 
could pick up) they agreed ncm. con. 
2 that 
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that it was a female voice ; there* 
fore taking the little hatter for a 
woman difguifed in men's cloaths, 
afkM her if any body was going to 
ravifli her. 

I have heard fome knowing people 
fay, the firft time a man is on (hip- 
board, he fancies that every thing he 
fees on fhore, whether hedges, trees, 
or churches, or houfes, all move, 
becaufe he is not fenfible of the mo- 
tion of the machine he is in. Thus 
it fared with our little drunken hat- 
ter, he ftill thought himfclf as fober 
as a judge, and therefore fancied 
both the watchmen and their Ian- 
thorns drunk, becaufe to him they 
appeared to reel about; he there- 
fore hickup*d out in a very rough 
voice, he thought them mighty fad 

fellows 
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fellows for getting fo drunk on their 
ftations^ that they did jiot know a 
man from a woman. My owner 
forefeeing a difagreeable altercatron 
was likely to arife between the 
drunken fool and fober knaves, told 
the ftouteft of them he would give 
him (ix-pence to help him to fee 
the gentleman home : a bargain was 
immediately ftruck, and away we 
went, and foon reached the door of 
the hat-maker's houfe. The firfl: 
thing my owner did was to difmifs 
the watchman ; then knocking at the 
door, waited to deliver his overtaken 
friend into the hands of this peer- 
lefs maid of all work, not doubting 
but (he knew how to get her maf- 
ter to bed, let him be ever fo far 
gone. 

After 
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After cxercifing the rapper thrw 
or four times, and waiting a good 
fpace between each rap, the door 
at laft opened, and we perceived a 
figure Handing upright againft the 
waixifcot, which happened to b^ 
this jewel of a maid of ill work, 
who being a very good girl, had 
fympathized with her good mailer 
fo much,' that (he had kept drinking 
bumper for bumper with him the 
whole night. My owner told her, 
her patter was a little overtaken, 
fo he was refolved to deliver him in- 
to her care ; " Yes,'* fays (he, with 
a hickup that wo^ld not harve dif- 
graced a Dutchman, and i|retching 
out her hand to take him, came 
tumbling out of the door^the inftant 
the hat-maker was tumbling in. la 
this dilemma what could my owner 

do? 
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do ? To leave the diftrefled damfci 
all her length in the ftreet, would 
have been cruel ;• and to help the fer* 
vant before the mafter, was f^lfe he- 
raldry ; however, the bias that every 
hcMieft man pofiefTes towards the 
fofter fex^ prevailed on him to give 
the preference to Peggy ; fo to work 
he fell with her, and got her up to 
the threfhold, where he found the 
hatter had fome how or other raifed 
his own body, and was tumbling 
over the threfhold' out again. My 
owner fearing he would hurt him- 
lelf, made a catch at him, by which 
means he let Peggy tumble in, and 
,couId.not prevent Johnny from tum- 
bling out. Zooks, thinks I, this is 
furely a Dutch weathcr-houfe, when 
the man goes in, the woman comes 
out, and when the woman goes in, 

the 
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the man comes out ; they fcem in- 
deed to do it ir^ a fort of a hurry, 
but that may be owing to the fud- 
den change of the weather ; this was 
only my firft thought, butonfecond 
thoughts (like moft Englifhmen) I. 
fwnd I was wrong. 

Now that Peggy was laid fafe in 
the paCfage, Johnny in the ftreet was 
the objed: of my owner's attention ; 
but firft he. thought proper, as the ' 
watchman's box was not forty yards 
fronl the place, to crave his wor- 
£hip*s affiftance 5 after begging par- 
don for difturbing his reft, and talk- 
ing of fix-pence, the found of which 
penetrated through his worfhip's 
thrum cap, the bearer of the ftafF 
and lanthorn ftartcd up direftly, and 
in an inftant difengaged one ear 

from 
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from its woollen coverlid, to liften 
further about this fix-penny jobb. To 
thofe that wallow in riches, fuch as 
contradtors, ^cotnmiflaries, gover- 
nors, nabobs, parliament-menwich 
penfions, and pimps that are paid on 
both fides, the found of fix-pence 
may not appear fo confiderable an 
objeft, as it did to our flcep-catch- 
ing watchman; but to. five millions 
of his majefty's fubjc&s, efpecially 
towards the North, a filver fix-pence 
is a valuable piece of coin : you mud 
not wonder then, if this trufty officer 
of the night, at the agreeable found, 
AQt only flio'bk the god Morpheus 
from off his flioulders in an inftant, 
but afiumed as much alertnefs as if 
he had neither feen or^eard of him 
that evening. 



By 
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^ By the help of this tremendous 
knight of the burning lanthorn, my 
owner got Johnny raifed off the 
pavement, and fafely conduced into 
his 'own dining-room. Peggy having 
kept a good fire in it for two reafons, 
viz. Brft to drink, and next to fleep 
by, made the room feci pure and 
comfortable ; here they laid Johnny 
down on the carpet, a ftanding pof- 
turc not agreeing with his conftitu- 
tion at that period ; next they fetched 
poor Peggy, who, by good luck, 
had difcovered no inclination for an- 
other trip into the (treet, but lay as 
{hug in the pafTage as a printer's de« 
vil between two worm-eaten blank- 
ets ; poor overtaken Peggy they laid 
down clofe %y her overtaken matter, 
without any fear of their overtaking 
one another j then my owner, by the 

help 
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help of thfe fahhing candle borrowed 
from the refulgent lanthorn, found 
his way up to Johnny's bed, or Peg- 
gy's bedi call it which you pleafe, for 
if you will allow two pillows to be 
creditable witnefles, the bed be- 
longed to them both; but be that 
as it may, my owner brought 
both the pillows down, along with 
the quilt and a blanket, which he 
carefully fpread over them, arid put 
a pillow under each of their heads, 
then letting down the latch of the 
ftreet-door, and half-locking it on 
the outfide, he put the key in his 
pocket, and marched very foberly 
home. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

f 

. * 

A mtnre fer toils advent un^, 

1 Ended my laft chapter with fay- 
ing we marched very foberly 
home, I ihould have faid, home- 
ward \ but many accidents, all Tai- 
lors know^ happen in a homeward 
bound voyage : this was our cafe \ 
we did not reach home by fome 
hours fo foon as was expeAed ; for 
pafling through Bartholomew- Lane, 
at the back gate of the Bank, we 
heard a rough voice fay, ^< Damn 
•* you, what are you J Or how 
^^ the devil came yoU to (land (hi- 
<* vcring a^d ftarving here ?'* A 

foft 
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ioFt JFcmalc voice replied to ihh ele- 
gant fpeccbi " Priyi Sir, leave me j 
*' I don't difturb you, why fliOijld 
" ydu diftutb me ?'* this excited my 
bwiier's curibfity, who began to 
move towards the place juft as the 
firfl: eloquent orator had opened his 
lips again. He therefore halted a 
moment, that he might not quite in- 
terrupt him^ " Daniin you, for a 
^^ bitch,** fays the orator^ " what ! you 
^* pretend to modefty, do you ?.go 
^^with me and be damn'd, and 
^' drink a pint of hot purl." " I 
^f pretend to nothing. Sir, fays Ihe, 
** but to die in peace, if mankind 
" will let me/' Thefe words, and the 
tone with which they were ' uttered, 
hadan inftantaneous efFedt on my 
owner's fenfibility, he therefore haften- 
cd up to the place, and &id to the man, ^ 

Fa whom 
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whom he fopnd to be a drunker! 
journeyman- fhoemaker, " Why da . 
"you ufe this poor creature thus, 
•* friend ?" " What's that to you, 
" and be d-^ — d j'* fays Crifpin, 
fhe is my prize, and if you don't 
go about your bufinefs, I'll make 
*' you, you jamfootering fon of 
*' a French whore." My owner, 
whofe feelings were delicate to the 
higheft degree, made it a rule never 
to fay a rude thing, or ever take 
one ; therefore, not being matter of 
that fort of oratory in which the 
flioemaker dealt, he returned his 
compliment with his iift, and at 
one ftroke fent Crifpin's head to 
perform the part of the paviour's 
ftamperby ramming down the llGnes, 
which it did in fo complete a man- 
ner, you might have heard the found 
as far as that heavy lump of build- 
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ing cajled the Manfiop-houfe. Crif- 
piO; who did not like the blow on 
his right cheek fo well as to offer hjs 
left, wifely lay ftill to take time to ' 
digeft what he had got, being pretty 
well convinced a fecond dofe would 
not much mer^d the matter. In the 
inpcrirp my owner advancing to the; 
corner of the gate, where the poor 
young creature ftoqd as much, in 
the (hade as poll^ble, was furpri^ed^ 
to fee a very well-dreffed lady all in^ 
te^rs, and ready to fink into the 
earth, he afked her, in his engaging 
manner, *' if he could be of any fer- 
« vice to her ?" « O, Sir," fays ftie, 
with a voice fweeter than the notes 
of the tuneful nightingale, " can 
*' you fhew me a place where I may 
" quietly lay down my wearied limbs 
f« and die ?** ** Madam.'* fays miy 

F 3 owner, 



owntrt (beyond mcafure t:Quch'4. 
xirith the fv^eetnefs of her voice, 
and the manner of pxpreffing her;? . 
fclfj ** I can with more pleafiirc 
*• fhew you a place that will con tri- 
*• bute to preferve a life fo much 
** worth taking ca^;-e of, as yours 
•Vfeems to be." " I believe. Sir,- 
fays t^le lady, U all that care will be 
** frqitle^ ; I feel my heart is already 
5* brpken, and, I thank heaven, I 
** am haftening fall to my diflblution, 
** without the epormoqs fin of fui- 
1f cide, which I have all thi$ day beea 
y tempted to commit.; twice was I 
>** at the riv^r-fide, and as often did 
V my guafdian-angel warn me back, 
*• and| now a fettled refignation to the 
•*. will 9/ Heaven has taken poffcffioE^ 
•* of rny foulj aqd I am all obedi- 
♦* encc to ifs juft decrees y it was its 

«» wiU, 
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«« will, that by the hands of cruel, 
^< deceitful man, I Ihould be ftripp*d 
<< of every thing that could render 
<^ life fuppbrtable, except my honour 
<^ and innocence, which the inhu* 
*< man wretch could not drip me of 1, 
** to me they are an unfpeakable com- 
«* forts ; but of what ufc are they 
<* in procuring friends, or even the 
** mere neceflaries of life ?'* My 
owner, ilruck to the heart with hpr 
fiile and fweet delivery, was devour^ 
ing her words, when he perceived 
her fainting away, he catched her in 
his arms, and bearing her to the 
ileps, fat himfelf down and fupporff 
ed her ; Ihe continued infenfible for 
a quarter of an hour at leaft, dur« 
ing which time an empty chair 
came accidentally by. When the 
pooi: diftrefled lady wa$ enough 

F 4 rc^*'. 
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vcrcd to he able to fupport hcrfclf 
on the feat, he put her into the 
chair, aflfuring her^ (he fhould be 
carried to a place of honour and 
fafety ; the fcoundrel fhoemaker 
had filcntly decamped when lie 
found my owner fo bufy in fup- 
porting the poor lady, for fear of 
getting a little more of what he 
was confcious he deferved. Mr. Vil- 
liers ordered the chairman to go ve- 
ry flow, and would not quit the fide 
a moment, till they came tp St. 
Paul's Church- Yard, where luckily 
finding a coach, with great difficulty 
he lifted her in, (he being already 
grown fo weak, that fhe was fcarce 
able to (land, much lefs to mount up 
a ftep without help ; he feated him- 
fclf by her, and, during the time 
at driving to tl^e weft-end of the 
town, he gave her the ftrongcft 



cc 
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^nbrances of carrying her to a place 

of fafety. She politely told him, 
*« fhe could fufpeft nothing wrong 
f * from a gcndcman of his nice feel- 
ings and fenfibility, which fhe 
plainly perceived during the time 
*' of her fhort converfation with him ;*' 
but could not help adding in 
broken accents, " why did it not 
*' pleafe heaven to fend you to my 
** aid before it was too late ?'* '* It 
*' is not, it (hall not be too late," re- 
plies he with uncommon emo- 
tion, «* chear up your fpirits, you 
^} have loft nothing, by your own ac- 
*' count, but what with eafe may be 
^^ either recovered or repaired, aqd 
f* my fortune (hall be devoted tq 
« do both." 

This unexpefted goodnefs was too 
much for hei* (haken delicate frame. 



C 74 } 

V 

and grateful, though broken hearty 
to bear, and (he once nnore became 
liielef% and would have fallen off 
the feat, if he now had not again 
paughc her in his arms. She was 
juft recovered when they arrived at 
the hotel in — F-rStreet, where he put 
her into thp care of the miflrefs of 
the houfcV a woman of charador 
and reputatiqn, who prefent]/ pre- 
pared her fome cordial^ of Which 
the poor creature could tafte very 
little, though^ as it afterwards ap* 
peared, (he was fafting, and had wan- 
dered up and down, an4 about the 
town, above nine hours in a kind of 
delirium, having parted, with true 
fpirit and difdain, from the friend at 
whofe houfe (he defigned tq liave 
taken refuge the night before ^ thi$ 
terrible day fucceeding a fleeplefs 

night. 
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pight, makes ic not furprizing that 
in fo fhort a fpace of time fuch amaz- 
ing hayoclj; was made in fo delicate 
a frame as hers, forihe wa^ really si 
line form'd creature; h^r fea;tures 
were amazingly well turned and 
regular, and th^rc wa$ fomething fo 
amiably foft, tender, and expreffive 
in her cduntenance, as at once indi* 
pated her good fenfe and delicate 
fine feelings, and the goodnefs of her 
heart was imprefled on every feature, 
yrord, and aftion,; thefe qualifica"** 
tions, all aided by alpolite education, 
gendered her a mofl: truly amiable 
• ^reaturel' 
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CHAP. IX. 

1 

The fuhjeSl of the Jaji chapter con- 

tinned. 

MEL. Villicrs did npt ftay long^ 
ic being necefl&ry for the poor 
lady to get a little reft, if the per- 
turbations of her mind would permit 
it. At parting he left his purfe with 
the miftrefs of the houfe, and begg*d, 
flie would fake the fame care of her 
gueft, as if fhe were her own daugh- 
ter 5 'which fhe promifcd to do, and 
was as good as her word ; for he 
found the next day every thing done 
with the utmoft tendernefs and re- 
gard : one of the maid fervants had 

attcnde4 
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attended her bed-fide, and iti thcf 
morning a careful nurfe was pro-* 
vided ; a good old apothecary had 
been confulted about what was pro-* 
per to recover her depreffed Ipirits ; 
in (hort, Mr. Villiers was pleafcd 
with every thing that had been done ^ 
but became diftrefs'd, to the laft de- 
gree, when he found that although 
(he endeavoured in his prefencc to 
aflume a chearful ferenity, yet even 
her bodily firength was greatly im- 
paired in one night ^ and it was with 
great difficulty, the nurfe faid, they 
tould lead her from the bed to her 
chair, where ihe fat fmiling at her 
approaching difiblution. 

Mr, Villiers, whofe heart the night 
before had fympathized very deeply 
in her diftrefs, (much more indeed 

than 



than he even was himfelf a\\^arc on 
feeing the loyely pri^ature, whofe 
^-eal charms were fet off to niorc ad^ 
vantage by her drefs being bctte|r ad^ 
jutted, fittings if I.m^y; ufc an old 
cxpreflion, like Patiience on a mo- 
numemt, could not bear it, but lott 
all the philofophy he. pfed to yaluc 
himfelf upon,; the big round drops 
trickled . down hi5.n1.anly face, and 
all his foul diflblved in tcndernefs. 
He kneeled and begged fhc would 
try to recover hejr fpirits, if not for 
her own, yet for the fake of a maa 
i;yhofe fate had become involved with 
hers. " Nothings' fays fhe tender 
creature, " could add to my diftrefs 
** fo much as that thought. I hope 
** heaven did not prplong my life a 
" day or two to make me the in- 
•* ftrument of bringing affliftion to 

'*'the 
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^< the woithieft of mankind. Let 
^< not, O gracious God !" adds this 
good creature, with eyes lifted up 
to heaven, *^ Oh, let not the (horc 
fpace of time thou haft been 
pleafed further to prolong my life, 
«« be the innocent means of giving 
<* pain to any created being, much 
*' lefs to the man thou haft endowed 
** with fo benevolent a heart/^ Thcfe 
words, the fweet manner of cxprcflT- 
ing them, and the goodnefs of heart, 
whith at that time fiione clearer 
than the fun in its meridian, from 
every feature in her face, had quite 
the contrary effedt to what the lovely 
creature defigned it. From that 
moment his foul took fellowfhip 
with hers ; and he formed a refolu- 
tion either to recover her, or not 
furvive her : perhaps fuch a refolu* 

tion 
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tioh may be thought fudden ; . btit 
you will ccafe to wonder at \t. if you 
confider, that when, all the faculties 
are beforehand melted into fuch ten- 
dernefs, every frefli impreflion mull 
ftrike amazingly deep. Juft then Doc- 
tor * * * whom Mr. Villiers had be- 
fore fent for, came in ; after feeling 
her pulfe, and afking a few quef- 
tions, feeing the concern vifible on 
Mr, Villiers's face, he took him into 
another room to enquire the origin 
and caufe of the lady's diforder. 
From Mr. Villiers's account the 
good man was confirmed in the 
thoughts his fkill at the firft view 
had fuggefted of the lady's danger-^ 
ous fituation ; but feeing grief paint-* 
ed in fuch ftrong colours in Mr. 
Villicrs's face, he forbore to fpeak 
his thoughts, hoping, nay, ardently 

wifhing 
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ivilhlrig his fkill might this time hi 
deceived. How ufilike is this good 
man to fome wretches of the faculty, 
who, rathcF than their fkill fhould be 
called in queftion, would fooher help 
a patient into his coffin, than fet 
him upon his legs, fuppofirtg theif 
ignorance really knew how. 

The good Doaor told Mr, Vil- 
liers, that after two or three vifitd 
he fliould be able to form fome judg- 
ment; at the fame time affuring him, 
that being ftill aind quiet was the 
only probable method of reftoring 
her, and therefore it would be abfo- 
lutely neceffaty for him to leave 
her alone. They then both returned 
into her room, where, whilft the 
good man was prelbribingfomethirtg 
to raife the poor lady'$ fpirits ^ lit- 

VoL.lII. G tie. 
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lie, Mr. ViUicrs, with an endearing 
tendernefsy too expreffive to be de- 
fcrib'd in words, was begging her to 
forget her forrows, and live for both 
their fakes ; then retired with the 
worthy Doftor, but feem'd to leave 
his foul and all the faculties of life 
behind* 

About two o'clock the next day, 
Mr. ViUicrs went back to the place 
where he had left his foul \ he found 
the amiable creature with pen and 
ink before her. " I have, Mr. Vil- 
•^ liers," fays flie, at his entrance, 
** been writing above an hour.** 
*^ Why would my dear angel," fays 
he, '* fatigue herfelf at this critical, 
<< very critical time ?" ** Becaufe,'' re- 
plies the tender-hearted maid, " it 
J^ was neceffary you flxould know 

*« wha 
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^^ who I am ; and to tell it to a maa 
'* of your fenfibility, would havedif* 
^ trefs'd me fo much, that I ftiould 
*' never have got through it. But 
*' now that my ipirits are a little fub- 
<« fided, I recoiled that there is left 
** in the hands of that undcferving 
^' woman, where I lodged, too ma-. 
^' ny effcds for thirty pounds, cfpe^ 
•* cially as there are jewels, that were 
*^ my mother's, of the real value of 
" more than five hundred pounds ^ 
" but ftiy diftraftion did not fufFer 
" me to think of them." Then deli- 
vering an inventory of all her cloaths, 
&Ci the particulars of which (he 
had recolledled as well as fhe could, 
" and that," fays fhe, (giving him 
another paper) " is a fhort account 
*' of the unhappy creature that your 
[[ compaflion would liave faved. 
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« had it pleafed Heaven I had 
^« known you a day fooncr ; but 
*' the pleafure it gives me to have 
*' met with fuch a worthy man, is 
"greatly allayed by the anxiety I 
*' have unwillingly grafted in your 
*' generous bofom. Take my ef- 
" fefts," adds (he, " out of the hands 
*^ of that worldly-minded creature i 
«« I (hall feel a pleafure in leaving 
** them in the hands of a man that 
<< will make fo charitable a ufe of 
«« them as you will.'* " Talk not 
" of ufe for them," fays Mn Villiers, 
with a mixture of the greateft ten- 
dernefs and anguifh, '^ but live, not 
<* only to make ufe yourfelf of 
*Vthcim, but of every thing my for- 
«« tune can procure you." " Ah ! 
" call not my foul back," fays the 
lovely fufferer, ** from the path of 

rcfig- 
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*« refignation, where it is travelling 
•' to deliver itfelf up into the hands 
** of the Divine Creator ; nor make 
" me quit, with regret, a world 
*« that I had with pleafure refign'd 
" all defires to dwell in. I would 
deny nothing that your generous 
heart would afk, but this requeft 
is out of my power; (he fatal 
^' blow is ftruck, and Hes^ven's will 
*' be done." 

Never was fuch a ftriking pidlure 
of forrow and defpair exhibited, as 
appeared at this infta|>t in the face 
of Mr. Villiers. I thought he would 
have funk direftly into the earth; 
he remained fpeechlefs for a confi- 
derable time, whilft ftrong convul- 
fior^s feemed to (hake his whole 
frame. At laft, the woman's part 

G 3 ^S. 
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of his compofition came to his zi^i 
and tears gave relief to thofe con- 
vulfive emotions, which elfe muft 
certainly haye been fatal; tears 
courfed each other down his manly 
cheeks, and form'd a rapid current 
o'er his garments. At that inftant 
the worthy Doftor * * * came in : he 
had feen the poor diftrefled lady a- 
bout two hours before, and had 
formed a refolutioh of telling Mu 
yilliers his thoughts about the dan*- 
ger he apprehended fhe was in ; but 
feeing him fo much more interefled 
in her welfare than he could have 
furmifed, he was puzzled what to 
fay ; altho' this^ third, gave him ilili 
lefs hopes than the firft and fecond 
Vifit, He faw her diforder, which he 
at firft clearly perceived arofe from 
fome fatal calamity^ made dreadful 

h^vock 
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havock of her tender frame, and 
that fhe was haftening to that long 
home, from whence none ever yet 
returned : he therefore advifed Mr. 
Villiers not only to fupprefs thofc 
emotions, but to abfent himfelf for 
an hour, as his prefende much acce- 
lerated an event he fo much dread- 
ed. Mr. Villiers took his advice, 
and, with the moft endearing ac- 
cent, begged of her to try to live, 
and follow that worthy man's direc- 
tions. Then retiring into the next 
room, took out the papers to read 
the account of the unfortunate pol^ 
fefibr of his heart ; the contents of 
which were as follows: but; if I 
don't tranfmit them to my reader in 
as delicate and exprefliver terms as 
that pretty young creature did, it 
is no fault of mine ; for her ilile was, 

G4 like 
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like her manners and adions, in* 
mitable. 



CHAP. X. 

Continuation of the Jtory . of Mifs St. 

Vincent. 

" T Am,*' fays this delicate, wor- 
" JL thy, unhappy young lady, 
«the daughter of a Weft-India 
<« gentleman, whofe father left 
*« him a very rich plantation ; but 
" coming into poffcffion of it at 
<' the age of twenty-two, five 
<< years thoughtlefs round of plea- 
" furcs in and about town, join'd 
<« with the robberies, as I may call 
^' them, that all agents abroad will 
J' be guilty of when they find their 

" matter? 
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" mafters running behind hand, had 
'' fo greatly impaired my father's ef- 
«' feds, . that he found it highly ne- 
'' ceflfary to go over himfelf to take 
'* care of what little was left, car- 
'' rying with him my. mother, the 
** daughter of a deceafcd baronet, 
*' whp he had married not eighteen 
** months before, and whofe fortune 
^' of five thoufand pounds had only 
^' ferved to ftop the current of duns 
" for a very fliort fpace. I had then 
*' feen the light about three months, 
" and was left under the care of the 
" worthy Mr. Bonheart, my farher*s 
'^ faftor in town. His, and his wife's 
** care of my education I (hould ever 
^' have remembered with gratitude, 
" had Heaven prolonged my life 
^* beyond the common fpace allotted 
♦* to the race of man, although the 

" un- 
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Unworthy fon of th^t worthy paJf^ 
has thus cut me off in the flower of 
my age. My father, notwithftand- 
ing he had a very fine eftate left, 
yet contriving, -as four-fifths of the 
planters, do, to be always a year 
behind hand, and of confequencc 
being forced to fell cheaper and 
buy dearer than his provident 
neighbours, went rather back every 
year ; fo that at his death, which 
happened when I was about fe- 
venteen, the fmall matter he left 
me was in a moft perplexed con- 
dition. , My mother had been re- 
leafed from the calamities of this 
frail life about a year before my 
father, fo that he luckily appointed 
the worthy Mr. Bonheart his folc 
executor, in truft for me, with 
power to fell, and do every 

** thing 
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« thing he thought proper tot my 
«' advantage, without being liable 
*«to be called to account even 
** by myfclf. The extent of the 
'< truft pleafed the good man, and 
•* he repaid his confidence by care 
*^ and tcndernefs for his daughter. 
*' The perplex'd remains of my fa- 
" ther*s fortune, which he was told, 
^* when all the debts were paid, 
^^ would not be clear five hundred 
*^ pounds, did this good man, by his 
** affidiiity, and thorough knowledge 
" of the world, fo well difpofe of^ 
** that when I came to the age of 
^* twenty-one, he delivered over to 
** me Bank-ftock for near ten thou- 
*' fand pounds^ rcfufingat the fame 
** time the ufual comniiffion, for 
*' what he had been at the trouble 
l[ to manage in fo advantageous % 
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" manner : nor did he leave a fin- 
*' gle debt of my father's unpaid. 
" Whether he felt himfelf in a de- 
** dining ftate of health, which made 
" him fo defirous to fettle with me, 
** I can't fay, but he did not furvive 
*' this aft of uncommon friendfliip 
** above a month, leaving his for-^ 
** tune, which was reputed to be a- 
** bout fifteen or twenty thoufand 
pounds, to his only fon, who, 
though a wild young man, always 
regard lefs of bufmefs to all ap- 
pearance, feemed to have fome 
'^ good qualities in him : but, alas ! 
"that appearance, I find, was only 
•«*to me, who wiflied to think well 
*' of the fon of fuch kind benefac- 
** tors as both the father and mo- 
'' ther had been to me. Unhappily 
«'his mother had been dead two 

"years 



cc 

cc 



C 93 I 
*« years before his father, elfe had 
*^ 1 been with her ; and fhe, knowing 
^' him much better than me, would 
" have faved me out of the fnare in- 
" to which my inexperience let me 
"fall. 

* 

s 

*' Upon the niarriage of a widow 
^ lady, a relation of my guardian's, 
*' with whom he plac'd me in the 
*' country when his wife died, be- 
" ing then left to myfelf, 1 came 
" to town, and took a ready-fur- 
*' nifli'd lodging at fixty pounds a 

" year in Street, About a fort- 

** night after I was fettled, young 
" Mr. Bonheart came to pay me a 
" vifit. I received him as a fifter 
*' would a brother, and indeed ufu- 
" ally call'd him fo, looking upon 
** him as my fofter- brother, for his 

*' father 
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*« father and mother had been the 

*' tpndercft of parents to me. He 

i' affumM the air of a man of bu- 

«' finefs ; told me that now the care 

" of his own affairs were fallen up* 

*« on him, he felt more pleafure in 

*' regulating his own concerns, than 

•« he ever did in all the hours of his 

^« wild extravagance ; that bufinefs 

« went on fwimmingly, and that if 

^« the old gentleman had left him 

** twice as much,, he could employ 

♦« it every penny, not only in the . 

" fervice of his friends abroad, but 

*' with great advantage to himfelf, 

" And, Polly /'fays he, with a care-- 

*< Icfs air peculiar to himfelf, ** when 

^' I am worth fifty thoufand, and 

" can fupport you as you ought to 

*' be, ril then make my addrefles 

*' to you/' I laugh'd, and told 

*^ him, 

6 



C 95 1 

•^ him, we were too near a-kin; for I 
*' always really look'd upon him as 
** my brother. After a little more 
** converfation we parted.. At going 
*' out, I defired he would call any 
** time that did not interfere with 
** bufinefs, which he did two or 
" three times in a fortnight, not 
*^ flaying above ten minutes, pre- 
tending hurry of bufinefs, and 
faying, ** It is all long of you, 
*^ Polly ; for I will be worth half a 
** plumb before I fpeak a word to 
*' you." I told him, when he was 
" worth half a plumb, I would do 
** all in my power to help him to a 
•* good wife ; but I never, fays I, 
*' can change the fifterly afFedion I 
•* bear you into any thing elfe. 
*« Fil try that,*' fays he *' when I have 
^' completed my wifties, which I 

^* am 
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*' f ) anx'ous about, that I 'cmplo;^ 
** every guinea I hive in the world, 
" and walk the town round many 
*' a day with two or three (hilling^ 
" in my pocket/' Here was a bait 
** thrown out for an open heart like 

mine, which from the knowledge 
* this — (I fliudder to call the fon 

of my benefadbor, villain, yet, 
" alas ! I fear the name is too good 
'' for him j) I (hall therefore fay, 
*' from the knowledge that this bad 
*' man had of me, could hardly f^l 
*' of fuccefs. What need you, 
" (fays I) run yourfelf fo clofe, when 
•• you know I can always aflift you 
" for a little time with five hundred, 
*' or even a thoufand pounds, upon 
" an emergency : if I was to lofe a 
" thoufand in helping the fon of my 
" benefactor it would do me no great 

" damage, 

7 
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•* damage, becaufe it would be only 
*' a gown a year lefs. ** Polly, *\ fays 
" this hypocrite, " I would not fuf&r 
** you, who have nothing but your in- 
" tereft to live upon, to rifque a thou- 
*' fand pounds ; trade is precarious, 
** even with the moft careful, though 
^' I take the greateft precautions 
** imaginable; but as far as five hun- 
" dred goes, when I can make a con- 
>' fiderable advantage of it, Til trou- 
.** ble you to truft me a fortnight or 
•*' three weeks with that fum ; an op-- 
*' portunity may happen, perhaps in 
'* two or three days, perhaps not in 
'* a month.'* Saying this we parted. 

• 

"To make Qiort a ftory which 
" draws the vital blood from 
" my heart much fwiftcr than the 
" ink can flow from my pen, he 
•* got me foon after to fell five hun- 

VoL. Ill/ H ^ " dt^^* 
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" dred (lock for him, and rcinftated 
*' it punftually in ten days or lefs : 
*' this he repeated four or five 
times in about fix months, boafi:- 
ing what great advantage he made 
*^ of it, and apologizing at the fame 
•* time for the trouble he gave me 
*' of going fo often down to the 
*' Bank to transfer. I begged of 
" hina not to think of that, as 
«* the pleafure of being ufeful to 
*' my brother, the fon of my bene- 
** faftor, more than repaid twenty 
*' times the trouble. Thus did this 
*' vileft of men carry on the farce 
" till two or three days before the 
«* fatal night you fouad me fo for- 
^* lorn and diftrafted. In the morn- 
•* ing he came to breakfaft with me, 
^* and told me he had been pondcr- 
^ ing all night about me, as my in- 

" tereft 



C 99 ] 

** tereft was as dear to him as his own,- 
*' F^olly," fays he, ** we are at the eve 
** of a war ; flocks began to drop 
'* yefterday, and, in a week's time, . 
*M am fu re will be ten per cent. 
'* lower." What would you have 
" me do, brother ? fays I, ^' I would 
*' have you," fays he, '' fell out this 
'^ very day, and turn your money 
" into lodia bonds ; they are at a • 
*' fmall premiurli now, fd nothing 
*^ can be loft by them ; Til go with 
*' you to affift you in felling and buy- 
" ing; then, to keep you fafe fron^ 
'* all accidents of fire and thieves, I 
" will call with you to lodge thebonds 
** at Child's, where they will be fafe. 
^'1 am certain this day's work will 
*' be a thouiand pounds difference 
" to my dear fifter." Every thing 
•' appeared fo clear to rne^ efpcclally 

H2^ "his 




*« his care in the laft article of lodg- 
•« ing the bonds fo fafe, , that; after 
** a little more difcourfe, I ordered 
^^ a coach, and drove with him down 
«' to the city : we got out at his 
*• hofier's, in whofe dining-room I 
•* fat till hje fetched his broker, who 
•' brought a purchafer along with 
•' him ; and we crofTed over to the 
" Bank, where I transferred flock 
" to the value of nine thoufand fe- 
*Vven hundred pounds. To fave me 
^' the trouble, he counted the Bank- 
^' notes as he took them from the 
** broker, defiring me to overlook 
*' bim to fee if he received right ; 
^' then wrapping them up, held out 
•' his band in the pofture of pre- 
fenting them to me, but fuddenly 
turned to the broker, and defir'(| 
2! hun to fetch his friend with the 

«India- 
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<* India-bonds direftljr, and come 
«* to us at the hofier's : then hold- 
ing the notes in his left hand, and 
puting out his right arm for me^ 
to lean upon, we walkM to the 
hoficr's ; I had juft fctmy foot on 
*' the ftep into the (hop, when he 
*' pretended to fee the broker with 
" the bonds. " Go up ftairs, fifter,'* 
^' fays he, ** and I'll overtake him, 
" and be with you in a moment/* 
*' He did hot, however, return in 
*' lefs than half an hour^ which made 
*' me think he ftaid long ; bur at laft 
'* he came with fo welLmeaning a 
** face, that I was angry with my- 
** felf for being uneafy. ^VPoUy,** 
fays he, " I found that Mr. Sharp 
the broker could not bring fo large 
" a fum, without the affurance of a 
banker having'money ready to pay 

H 3 ' I' for 
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M for them, fo I lodged the money 

" }n your name at Mcflrs. -ancl 

^* got them to give him a line that 
*« the cafti was ready there ; fo they 
^* will receive the bonds, and have 
f* them ready for us in the rporning. 
*« But now I think of it, I might 
^' have lodg'd the notps in my own 
*« name, becaufe it will give you the 
** trouble of coming again into the 
*^ city to-morrow 5 though, on r6- 
^* colledtion, as it would be prudent 

*' to carry them tq Child's direftly, 
" your journey hither is pot much 
*' further than to Teniple-Bar. He 
^^ then ordered my fervant to call a 
V icoach with fo eafy an air, that for 
«« the life of me I could not fufpedt 
}^ any thing wrong, but went home, 
<* thoroughly fatisfied he would call 
** on mc at breakfaft in the morning -, 

^' but 
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* 

**'but no Mr. Bonheart came. J was 
^' fomething alarmed ; but about 
" two o'clock I received a note that 
** Mr. Sharp had only procured five 
'' thoufand, and could not get the reft 
•' till the morrow, when he would 
^' finifb, and I might have them all 
" together ; this quieted me again : 
*' but in the morning, when no Mr. 
«' Bonheart appeared, about twelve, 
*' o'clock I ordered a coach, and 
" taking nobody but the footman 
*' with me, -drove inftantly to his 
*« houfe-, I flewdireftly in, and afk- 
*' ing for the maid Nanny; an old 
" fervant that lived with his father ; 
"flie met me with fuch looks of 
** horror and difmay upon her couq- 
" tenance, as Ihock'd me to the laft 
** degree. " Oh ! madam," fays 
** Nanny, *' what brought you hi- 

H4 ^•thcr?!! 
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t'thcrV* "I came," fays 'I, «' in 
•* fearchof your maffcr.'* ** I hope,^* 
^* fays the poor creature, " he has 
^' not been borrowrng money of you, 
** for all the neighbours fay, he is 
" gone off Heaven knows what m 
^^ debt^and has taken in all the friends 
** and acquaintance that would truft 
'<* him ; I was afraid fomething of 
" this fort would happen, for he ne- 
•* ver minded bufinefs at all, but 
^' lay fix nights out of feven in fome 
•* bad hoiife in Govent-Garden, or 
*^ fat up all night gaming; we have 
** not fcen him fihce the otl\f r day 
^^ morning, and I am afraid is is too 
f* true, for here has been a hundred 
** duns at the door fince he went, 
" and they fay, bailiffs will be in 
«« the houfe to-morrow." At thcfe 
^ words I funk down upon the floor -, 
"^- ** the 
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^* the poor creature did all in her 
"^power to affift me, and brought 
" vnc to noyfelf, when I told her how 
" he had ferved me : Barbarous 
« wretch, adds I, not to leave me 
** a poor thoufand to keep want 
«' a^d mifery from the door. .The 
«« old faithful fervant fympathized 
«* greatly with me in my diftrefs, and 
*« would fee mfe home. I fat down 
*' in my chair in a ftate of infenfi- 
" bility, and cohtinued fo till about 
"'five o'clock, when I was roufed by 
'* a loud rap at the door of njy 
*' dining-room, which was immedi- 
'*« ately followed by the entrance df 
" my landlady, who, in a tone I 
«' had never been ufed to, addreffed 
" me with, " Madam, I have heard 
*' all your misfortune from the gen- 
^' tlewoman that fet you home, and 
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" I am forry for it ; but we that 
" have little elfe to depend on bat 
«« the rent of our lodgiiigs, muft look 
" to ourfelves ; there is half a year's 
** rent due to-morrow, and as it is 
" not likely you can ftay here, Idc- 
*' fire you will provide yourfelf 
** lodgings againft to-morrow night, 
** but not a rag 6f your cloaths {hall 
« ftir till I am paid/* Had I been 
" miftrefs of fpirits enough to 
** have anfwered her, aftonifhment 
" would have held me mute ; but 
*' (he gave me no time to reply be- 
^' fore fhe turned upon her heel and 
«' went out. Indignation then fup- 
" plied the want of fpirits ; refolv- 
«* ing therefore to ftay no longer 
*' under the roof of a wretch fo loft 
" to all fenfe of humanity. I put 
^' on my cloak, and walked away on 

" foot 
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*^ foot to the houfe of a woman who 
*<• had been my own niiid above 
^^ eleven years, and to whom I had 
*' given two hundred pounds for 
" her portion to an induftrious man 
«' that kept a kind of groc€r*s (hop ; 
^' I told her I was come to beg a 
*' bed of her for a night, or perhaps 
'^ a week or more. She anfwer'd, 
'* fhe Ihould be happy if I would 
«* make ufe of her fmall apartment 
'" for a year, or as long as I pleafed ; 
^' then prepared, as fhe faw I was 
^' faint, to get a difli of tea ready 
" as faft as poflible, ' in the little 
" room on the back of the (hop. 
** Whilfl: I was trying to fwallow a 
" a fpoonful or two to refrelh me, 
" for 1 was almoft fafting, (he at- 
" tended me with fo much care, 
." and feemed to partake fo feelingly 
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*' in the deep afflidion flie perceived 
" I was involved in, that I promifed 
** to myfelf fome eafc, not only in 
" difburthening my griefs to her, 
" but in receiving the^pity and con- 
" dolance of fuch a grateful crea- 
*« ture ; I therefore recounted every 
•'^particular to her, adding what an 
*' inhuman wretch he was to leave 
'" me nothing. "Nothing, Madam,** 
" fays ^ (he, with fome eagernefs : 
" no ^ fays I, not fo much as will 
<' pay wages to my man and maid, 
" and rent for my lodgings. At 
«' thefe words, almoft diftrafted as 
" I was, 1 could perceive the wo- 
*' man's countenance fo changed, 
*« that there was not the leaft ap- 
" pcarance of that refpeftful air it 
*v always bore in my prefencc: fhe 
'« went abruptly out of the room, on 

*' pretence 
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•« pretence of ferving a cuftomcr, 
** though her hufband was in the 
*• (hop 5 then, inftead of returning, 
«* ftaid confulting with him, ferving 
*^ ^ ftraggling cullomer or two as 
" they now and then came in, le^v- 
'^ ing tpc alone for about half an 
"hour: at laft fhe returned, and 
•* with an afpeft, which was a ftran- 
ger to me, having never worn it 
in my prefence before, began to 
wa(h up the . china as cooly as if 
•• I had not beeaJn the room, feem- 
ing all the time big with fome* 
thing to which fhe wanted to give 
*« utterance : at laft it came, " I am 
«• forry. Madam,'* fays (he, " that 
•« my hufband Ihould be fuch a 
** fool as not to tell me that he this 
•' very morning let our fore-room to 
l^ A gemleman, and he comes ^o- 

" morrow^ 
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*« morrow; and gentlemen to bd fate 
" muft not be difappointed, when 
*' they have given earnert; but for to- 
•' night to be'fure you are very wel- 
^« come to our bed.'* She added a 
" great deal more, but the fudden 
" fhock of fuch ingratitude had be- 
<^ gunto ftrike too fenfibly on rrty 
"feelings, which drove rcafon fi'om 
" her throne, and anarchy and con- 
<« fufion ufurp'd her place. . I fix'd 
>* my eye on the woman fo ftedfaftly, 
«« without being able to fpeak, that 
^* (he could not ftand it, but took 
" the china-board, and went to finifh 
«' her work in the fhop. It was then 
*' my reafon began to ftagger in car- 
" neft, and I only faintly recolledt 
*« what followed ; I remember tak- 
" ing my cloak, and walking thro* 
•** the {hop, where I laid down a fhil- 

" ling 
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*• ling on the counter, faying, <* that 
** is for my tea," with fuch an air of 
** difdaio, that neither of the fordid 
" creatures could anfwcr a word; but 
^' he kept weighing fomething, and 
Ihe kept rubbing the tea-pot, as if 
they had never feen me. From that 
moment I can rccollefl; hardly any 
** thing, but that I wandered in a 
" ftupid kind of infcnfibility, and 
*' muft have walk'd from the hour 
** of fix in the evening to three in 
*' the morning a great number of 
*' miles 5 for I gave no reft to the 
" fole of my foot, till a few minutes 
•' before you found me ; and had it 
" not been for that poor vulgar 
** creature, whofc voice brought you 
*' to the place from whence my fee- 
" ble limbs could bear me no fur- 
** ther, I Ihould long before dayrlight 

" have 
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«* have found eternal reft. I very well 
**remembermy ejaculation, at Mill- 
** bank, where I was going to rulh 
« headlong into the Divine Pr(;fence, 
" by throwing my felf into the Hreani; 

' •* when the Almighty fuddenly re- 
^^ ftored my reafon, and 1 faw in its 
" proper light the horrid fin of fui* 
" cidc. Methought I heard my guar* 
" dian-angel fay, *' Await, Maris^ 
** with patience, and run with refig- 
"- nation the race the Almighty hand 
" has mark'd out for thee ; how 
" fhort are the longeft fufFcrings in 
** this world, when compared to an 
•« eterpity of happinefs!" [On this 

' *• 1 turned with horror from a place 
*• where I was fo near committing 
*' fo dreadful a crime, but foon found 
** my reafon, by being too bufy in 
«* making reflections, quickly brought 
^7 •'on 
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** on a train of ideas, in which (he her- 
*' felf vv s a3:ain involved and loft. 
" How I reached the New-River I 
" know not ; but, at Iflington, juft 
" as I was again attempting to 
*' plunge in, it pleafcd the Divine 
••^Goodnefs once more to reftrain 
" me. Merhought I felt an ihvi- 
*' fible hand draw me back ; and ^ 
*' voice fay, " Ra(h girl, tempt not 
** the Almighty Creator of heaven 
" and earth/* 

" I then in good earneft refolved 

" to bear my afflidions patiently, 

< , .... 

"till it Ihould'pleafc '^the hand of 
*' God to lay me down in peace. 
"How 'I wandered to the place 
" where ypO ' found me 1 know 
"not; I ortly, as I faid before, 
** reniember' my exhaufted fpirits. 
Vol. III. 1 « an4 
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^ and wearied limbs would fupport 
5* me ng further.** 
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Tie Jlcry of the unhappy injured laif 

continued. 

Nothing can equal the different 
emotions raifed alternately in 
the breaft of Mr. Villiers on read- 
ing this account j the villany of 
young Bonhcart did not much fur- 
prize him, becaufe he knew his 
charader very well; only he could 
not have fuppofed a fiend from hell 
poCfeffed of fo little remorfe, as not 
to loave a pittance to fupport life, 
but entirely deftroy an amiable young 
creature, who had a$ much affec- 
tion 



t\6h for him as if (he had beeli hiit 
real fitter : but the vulgar felfiflinefa 
of the woman of the howfcj and 
the ingratitude of her quondam fer- 
vant, to whom Ihe had been fo un- 
commonly kind, ftruck him be- 
yond meafure ; a flood of love and 
tenderncfs for the dear fuSerer, 
mix'd with rage and contempt for 
the other dcteftable objefts, fix'd 
him about half an hour on his feat 
before. he could refolve what courfe 
to purfuc. At laft, recollefting that 
the Doftor had defired him to ab- 
fent himfelf as much as he could, 
to give the poor lady time to recruit 
her. fpirits a little, becaufe his pre- 
fcnce, and the concern he could 
not hide, affefted her fo much ; he 
therefore thought the propereft time 
offered to go and take care of her 
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cfFcfts ; fo calling on a gentleman 
of the law, dcfired his affiftancev 
and away they went to Mrs. Let- 
lodge's houfe. The woman was lucki- 
ly at home : Mr. Villiers aflc'd her, 
" if flhe had any lodgings to lett ?'* 
&e replied, « Ihe had a firft floor -,". 
upon which he defired to fee it. The 
woman fufpefting nothing of the 
matter, and being fenfible that (hew- 
ing the lodgings in the neat, elegant 
condition the lady had left them, 
muft be a great recommendation, 
having been embelliflicd, by the 
pretty creature, with athoufand neat, 
little elegant pieces of furniture of 
her own ; the woman therefore cqn- 
dufted them up without hefitation. 
Whether a prepoffefllon, in favour of 
every thing belonging to the dear 
lady was the cafe, L won't fay, but Mr. 

Villiers 
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Villiers was ftruck beyond meafurc 
with the neatnefs, taftc, and elegance 
of the rooms. " Blefs me!'' fays he, 
in a kind of feeming furprize, " by 
" the toilet and neatnefs, fome lady 
" has lodged here ?" '' Yes j'* fays 
the woman, compofcdly, " a lady 
** that went into the country abouc 
*' a fortnight ago." " Did her fer- 
'' vants go with her?" fays Mr. 
Villiers, gravely ; the woman a little 
difconcerted at this queftion, an- 
fwered confufcdly, ''Ycs; no-, I 
" can't tell.'* « But I can," fays 
Mr. Villiers, no longer able to cpn- 
^ain himfelf, •* and our vifit here is 
" onMifs St. Vincent's account; this 
gentleman has my lord chief juC- 
tice*s warrant againft ycu, for 
*' locking her fervants out of her 
" own lodgings, and Healing her 

I 3 '* goods. 
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^ goods. As no bail can be taken 
*' in criminal affairs, fuch as thefe, 
" you muft prepare to go with us 
« dircaiy/' « Dear gentlemen," 
fays the woman, ready to fink thro' 
the floor, " I have not ftirred a rag 

* of hers but her jewels^ which I 
' took into my own room for mqre 
' fafety, from whence I will fetch 
« ihem dircdly," *« For more fafety, 
'deed," fays Mc. Villiers; "but 

* you muft give. me leave to attend 
you whilft you fetch them.'* So 

faying, he followed her up to her 
own bed- room, where flie pulled 
the jewels out of a great cheft, fiird 
with old gowns and petticoats, 
in the centre of which fbe had 
ftufFed them. To make fhort with 
this woman, whofe company I don't 
like at all, they got out t)f her, that 

Mi6 
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Mifs St Vincent's maid-fervant Had 
taken the front-garret over the way, 
where the poor creature fat all day, 
and moft of the night, watching her 
rniftrefs's return ; this devil, the 
landlady, as Mr. Villiers gucffed, 
having turn'd both her and the foot- 
man out of doors, the very day af- 
ter Ihe found Mifs Vincent did nm 
return. Upon which Mr, Villiers fent 
his fervant for her, and telling her 
he had orders to carry her to her 
millrefs', he fet both her and the 
footman to work to pack up all tht 
dear creature's apparel, &c. &c. de- 
firing the girl to recoljed if any 
thing w^s wanting, at theikihe time 
taking the inventory out of his 
pocket: on this the v\^oman refolv'cl 
to recollect firft,. and recolle(%ed 
that (he had taken care of the belt 

I 4 l^ce«^ 
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lace Sjbccaufe they were the mod valua- 
ble articles after the jewels. I could 
not help thinking (he would have 
made a fine aid decamp to fuch a ge- 
neral as * * * * becaufe fhe could fo 
readily diftinguilh the cream of the 
plunder. When all was pack'd up, 
and put into two coaches, Mr. Vil- 
liers ftill kept up the farce of my 
lord chief juftice's warrant, with 
which, aided by the guilt of her 
evil intentions, he had no difficulty 
in making her glad to accept of the 
ornaments and fixtures left behind, 
(whichi with the additional kitchen- 
furniture Mifs St. Vincent had bought, 
could not have coll lefs than a hun- . 
dred pounds, and were, in reality, 
worth feventy to the woman) as a 
full recompence for the thirty gui- 
--^c due for rent. Thus did the 
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generous heart of Mr. Villiers pu- 
nifti a wretch that I would have half 
hanged, by giving her as much nnorc 
as washer due; but he confidered, 
that to pull and tear the things down, 
would render theni of no more va- 
lue than juft to pay the rent, he 
therefore chofe to let even an un- 
worthy woman enjoy the benefit, ra- 
ther than do mifchicf for mifchief's 
fake. 



CHAP. xir. 



Mifs 5/. Vincent in continuation. 
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Othing could have given more 
pleafure to Mifs St. Vincent 
than the fight of her old fervant at 
that critical jundure, but the poor 

girl 
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j^ ibfsir 1 ip^ce, that tbc 
^ to lupport it ; bat, 
nis^3icc of mind fbe got 
^uitjns psrtiy fupprcfied, left 
. jgrd Jier miilrds, who 
►r vsai^ ^^ icd.donal diftrds, 
^..^xf^ that had made 
Iriic rTwg^i^ in ^Pping the 
, -liji ^* i^ precious a life: 
- w o.'^ begin to give her mif- 
^ ^^rjimt how Mr. Villicrs 
^;;3^ !i^, and in what manner 
:scught away all her appa- 
i^ivi:ag, that flic was forry 
^ CL. ^x^^« the hard-hearted wretch 
, jjj^^ for her rent; «* anc^ I 
ji^iiid ^jflflif^ ^orry," fays this 
,, ^jj^i^B Mcreature, *^ had he 

her real due ; 

fs is no rule to a 

** gene- 
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** g^ncrQUS bofom. But,** fays fte, 
*' where is this worthy creature ? 
" where is Mr. Villicrs ? tell him/* 
added (he, (gucffing his motive for 
flaying away) *' that my foul in his 
^' abfence wings its flight much fafter 
" than when he is prefenc j jnd if 
** any thing could detain it here on 
" earth, it would be a defire of giv- 
^ ing relief to an anxiety that I 
" have had the misfortune to lodge 
** in the bofom of the bed of men/' 
Mr. Villiers was juft opening the 
door gently, when he heard her pro- 
i nounce thefe words ; on which h^ 
approached her foftly, and kneeling, 
took her hand ; '* O lovely Maria,^* 
fays he, " can you wifh to relieve 
*' my anguifli, and not take the only 
" method to do it, by driving to ' 
« live ?*' " If my.cndeavourrng to 
Z "live,'* 



1 



[ 124 ] 

*' live," fays Ihe, with a look of 

ineffable goodnefs, " will alleviate 

*' yoqr forrows, be affur'd my ut- 

" moft efforts fliould not be want- 

" ing 5 but the Almighty Ruler of 

•' this world has ordained it other- 

*« ways ; I muft therefore beg, that 

** you will let the gentleman of the 

^ law draw a fmall writing to empow- 

'' er you not only tp take care of my 

*' little effeds, but to call the inhu- 

** man wretch to account, who has 

*' thus cruelly dcftroy'd me, I think, 

** if ever he returns to this country, 

** although I would not touch his 

** life, yet he oughtnot peaceably to 

'' enjoy the fruits of fuch cool, de- 

" liberate villainy.'* *' If, after the 

*' lofs of my Maria, (which Heaven 

** forbid)" fays Mr. Viliiers, " I 

^^ Ihould chance to furvive, my only 

''.motive 
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*' motive to endure life, will be to 
" feek that wretch to the end of the 
"world." " Why," fays the lovely 
fufFerer, " will you difmifs my foul, 
•' difquieted within me, by the dread 
" of involving a worthy man in a 
** quarrel, with a wretch below his 
" notice ? Promife me to leave him 
" to the juft laws of his country, and 
" the dings of his pwn confcience, 
" or you will load the few moments I 
" have to breathe with more difquiet 
" than any thing I have yet felt." 
" I do 5 my ever adorable angel, I 
*' do" replies Mr. Villiers, " pro- 
'' mife, that I will obey your injunc-» 
" tions in every thing you wifli." 
On this the dear creature, with a 
look of inexpreflible complaifance, 
murmured out, " I thank you ; 
*' but where," fays (he, *' is this 
*^ friend of yours, the attorney ?" 

Mr. 
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clouds in fliedding tears, I Would 
exhauft their fountains dry in be- 
wailing thy Jofs. 



CHAR XIII. 

^be author parted from Air. Villiers. 

I Have heard philofophers aflfert, 
that extremes of fudden joy are 
more dangerous than extremes of 
forrow •, but here forrow proved fa- 
tal indeed ; her delicate frame, nurs'd 
from a tender plant by the care of 
her worthy guardian, in a green- 
houfe where the fun eternally fhone, 
Ihrunk beneath the bitter blaft it 
was fo fuddenly expofed to ; Ihrunk, 
never to rear its beautepus head 
again. Death too greedily feized 

that 
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that opportunity of laying its icy 
hand, and clapping the feal of eter- 
nal night upon fuch blooming merit. 

Mr. Villiers had juft recovered 
fenfe enough to receive her laft 
glance, and fee her expire ; which 
threw him not only back into a 
(late of infenfibility, but feemed to 
threaten moft alarming effects ; there^ 
fore his friend, Mr Meanwell, judg- 
ing that the fight of the dear ob- 
jc6t, to him and to the world for 
ever loft, would only ferve to in- 
creafe an emotion already grown too 
powerful for him to controul, or- 
dered a chair direftly, into which he 
was carried quite infenfible, and con- 
veyed home, the good follicitor at- 
tending the fide of the ch^ir all the 
way, and alTifting his own fervant 

Vol. III. K to 



[ 130 3 
30 keep him from falling off the 
feat ; he was inftantly put to bed, 
where he lay three weeks before any 
judgment could be formed whether 
grief would not have a worfe effed 
on him than it even had on the poor 
departed angel, by depriving him of 
his fenfes; btit nature at laft got 
the better, and his reafon began to 
return : the firft inftance he gave 
of it ^as his faying, ** And why 
^* would the ever lovely M^ria die, 
^* and leave^me behind ?" ** Becaufe,^' 
fays Mr. Meanwell, ** fhe left you 
*< behind Co call to a fevere account 
" the villain that murdcr'd hen" 
** And, by Heavens, fo I will," fays 
he, making an effort to rife, but 
was fo enfeebled he was not able. 
•* So you fhally" fays Mr. Meanwell, 
^ but to accompliih it, inftead of 

^^ lament- 
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«* lamenting what Heaven decreed, 
*' and therefore can't be recalledj 
" you muft endeavour to regain that 
" health and vigour neceflary to ac- 
*' compl.ifli your end, . it being a talk 
** worthy your great foul.** 



Although the worthy Mr. Mean- 
wtU dcfigncd nothing but td drive 
out one paflTion by fubftituting ano-^ 
ther, lefs d^gerous, in its place, yet 
I have reafon to think, he unwarily- 
laid the foundation of a troublefome 
piece of work for Mr. Villiers ; 
who, now that refentment fupplied 
the place of grief, recovered his 
ilrength amazingly fafl:^ and, in lefs 
than a fortnight, was able to go a^ 
broad. Mr. Mean well had taken 
care to order a genteel funeral fot 
Mifs Vincent, at which her mart and 

K 2 ,■ maid 
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maid attended, and were, I believe, 
the moft real mourners that have 
followed a hearfe in town for thefe 
fifty years paft. The firft thing 
Mr. Villiers did, was tp order 
mourning for his dear lofl: Maria ; 
then fending for the man and maid, 
he gave them all her cloaths, and 
one hundred pounds a-piece, re- 
ferving her jewels as precious reliques, 
to be cttrnally prcferved in rem^em- 
brance of her. Then took fuch 
pains to write abroad, to enquire 
where the villain refided ; that in 
lefs than three months he heard the 
wretch was fquandering the fruits 
of the dear lady's murder at Venice : 
thither he inftantly prepared to fol- 
low him-, but, unluckily, as he 
would not leave a fingle debt un- 
paid, I was delivered, along with 

fomc 
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fome other notes, into the hands of 
the long-jaw'd undertaker, that had 
the gloomy pleafure (for pleafure it 
is to thofe people) of performing the 
Lft fad office, man could render to 
the departed faint. 

Whether the Great Difpofer of 
all things fufFcfd Mr. ViUiers to 
find the wretch, and make an ex- 
ample of him, or* permitted him to 
drag on a life that muft foon become 
a prey to poverty, infamy, and a 
guilty confcience, I know not, and 
therefore am as much unable to fa- 
tisfy my reader's curiofity as my 
own ; but of this, gentle reader, be 
aflTur'd, that although to our ihort- 
fighted intellefts, the ways of Hea- 
ven feem dark apd intricate, yet 
nothing is more certain than that an 

K 3 uae^- 
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unerring hand rules over all, and 
what fcems to us partial evil, always 
tends to the general good. 



C H A P. XIV. 

Long faces not always fure Jigns of 

grief. 

MY laft chapter ended with my 
falling into the hands of Mr. 
JliOngjaws the undertaker 5 away he 
walked home with me, another kind 
of a pace than his funeral-march, 
for now he not only trotted, but 
whittled all the way : his tune indeed 
was the Babes in the Wood, but that 
to him, I fuppofe, was a merry tune, 
becaufe it exhibited an idea of two 
buryings at once. When he came 

home. 
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home, healk'd, " who had enquired 
« for him ?" " Sir," fays an odd look- 
ing fellow, with a phiz as dark as 
the rufty black coat he had on, and 
thereforp qualified for a deep mourner, 
** Mr. Ticktack the clockmakcr's 
** daughter is dead, and he has or- 
" dered a handfome coffin with grey 
•* fupcffine and beft furniture." " Vc- 
" ry well," fays Longjaws, raifing 
the key of his tune, and giving an 
additional (bake every other bar. 
" A<fc" fays the fellow," the grocer's 
" wire over the wuy can*tlive, fo he 
** has befpoke a coffin,* covered with 
" fupcrfine black." «« Better ftill,'* 
fays Longjaws, fliaking the lall bar 
of his tune fo long and fa loud, I 
thought he defign'd to bring the top 
of his ftiop downi What a fellow isr 

here! thinks I; by his own good 
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will I find he would make no bones 
of whiftling all the world into the 
church-yai^d, though he left nobody 
to liften to the trill of his wind- 
pipe but his own dear felf. I bbgan 
to wifli myfelf out of his company, 
for fear of his whiftling me into 
fome church-yard or other; but for- 
tune did not favour my wifhcs, till 
I had done pennancc with this maf- 
ter of ceremonies to the dead for 
eight or ten days ; during which 
time, what with his whiftlingjf^and 
what with that fable-fac'd journey- 
man of his driving nails into cof- 
fins, I received fuch a fhock in the 
drum of my cars, that I lay three 
days in the pocket of a woollen- 
draper, to whom he paid me for 
black and grey cloth, before the An- 
gle vibration of a found from his 

lady*s 
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lady's tongue, made the leaft imprcf- 
fion on my auditory nerves -, though, 
by the motion of her lips, and the 
ferenity of her countenance, I found 
the honeft man had a hot difli of 
Billingfgate every morning for break- 
fad,, over and above his curtain en- 
tertainmenp in the night. 

But before I part with mafter 
Longjaws, I muft recount one ftory 
about him, which happened the 
day after I fell into his hands ; had 
it not happened fo foon, I could 
have given no account at all of any 
of his tranfa6tions, for my ears, that 
very afcernpon, and all the time I 
ftaid with him afterwards, were fo 
ftunn'd with his merry tune of the 
jBabes in the Wood, to which the 
liifmal fac'd fellow's hammer played 
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an excellent thorough-bafs on the 
heads of the braf^ nails, that, as I 
told you before, my ears became as 
ufelefs to me, as learning to a pupil- 
monger. But to proceed. 



CHAP. XV. 

Long jaws continued. 

THis genius of an urtdertaker, 
into whofe hands I was fal- 
len, had another trade ; for He was an 
upholfterer. When he buried a cuf- 
tomer, he was always looking out 
Iharp, to furnilh a houfe for the heir j 
and, when he had fitted up a houfe, 
he then began to look fharp for a fu- 
neral ^ not regarding how foon he 

car- 



carried them out of the houfe, to the 
church yard; Being one of what you 
call fore-right fellows, in convcrfa- 
tion with his cuftomers, he often 
jumbled the two trades ftrangcly to* 
gether. Going, thenaorning after, I 
fell into his hands, with a gentleman, 
to look at a houfe, which he had re- 
commended-to him. " Sir,*' fays he, 
•* I am fure you can't diflike this 
" houfe ; I furnifh'd it for the gen- 
** tleman that lived here laft, and bq- 
*' ried both him and all his family 
" out of it, and I hope I (hall have 
*• the honour of doing the fame by 
** you and your family/' The gen-^ 
tleman furveying the man from top 
to toe, as if he was meafuring which 
was the biggeft half of him, the 
knave or the fool, replied, with a 
fmile, ** But you'll ftay till I an^ 
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« dead firft ?" " Certainly," fays 
the undertaker, not aware of the 
archnefs with which the gentleman 
fpoke, ^' 1 am too good a Chriftian 
*' to bury folks alive. I never did 
^< it in all my life, but once ; it was 
" poor Mrs. • * * ♦, and I told her 
^^ hulband I thought (he was not 
" dead-'* " But'' he faid, " did not 
" he know her better than me ?" fo 
" he made me fcrewhcr down with, I 
" believe, fifty fcrews ; he would 
** not let me touch the coffin with a 
"finglenail, for fear the hammer 
** ihould awake her : but, God for- 
** give me, if I don't believe it was 
^< only a trance (he was in ; but the 
**job was a good job, and I had no 
*^ bufinefs to interfere between man 
" and wife, they two muft have a 
reckoning fome day or other about 

« it. 
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<< it, as fure as God is in Heaven -, but 
** I wafli'd my hands of the matter as 
" foon as I had finifli'd. But I never 
*' {hall forget how faft I fcrew'd her 
<< down ; he faid (be had been fo 
" good a creauire he could not 
" take too much- care the furgeons 
" did not get her ; fo ordered the 
*' grave-digger half a crown to fill 
"up her grave direftljr, and ram 
*' the ground well down/' " For 
** which reafon," fays the gentleman, 
with the fame arch look and tone, 
" if ever you bury my wife, that ihe 
" may have fair play, you (hall nail 
** her down." "^And I can fecure 
*' her as well that way,*' replies the 
unmeaning fellow, " as any under- 
*^ taker in town can do with fix inch 
** fcrews." On this the gentleman, 
once more, took meafure of him 

* with 
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"with liis eye, fmiled, and departed ; 
and the undertaker whiftied his way 
home, to prepare houfhold furni- 
ture and coiSn^ for his new cuf- 
tomcrs. 

I lay ten days in the woollen-dra- 
per^s pocket, during wh^ch time I 
recovered part of of my hearing, in 
fpite of madam's tongue, which, 
though louder than the undertaker's 
whiftle and hammer put together, 
yet having only two hours of it in 
the morning, I had all the reft of 
the day, and all the night to recover 
in, the curtain-k^Ure falling all to 
her hufband's own fhare, for he left 
me in his pocket below ftaif^ ^ fd 
that I had recovered pretty tolerably, 
when I was gi\^en in change to a 
gentleman of fortune, WHo. put me 

int(> 
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into his little fob-pocket-book, and 
away he drove to the Smyrna. 
Whilft he was fipping his coffee, he, 
as well as myfelf could not help lift- 
ening to a gentleman, who kept 
talking away to an old Captain that 
did not return a Tingle word in an- 
* fwer ; nor had he occafion, for the 
gentleman never made a moment's 
paufe, but kept going on as if he 
did not value his words at above 
four-pence a million, and, by the 
fample I heard, that was a very 
good price for them. An acquaint- 
ance of my owner's, who fat at the 
fame table, feeilig him liften and 
ftare, told him, the gentleman had 
been talking an hour before he came 
in, and he anfwered for it, it would 
hold an hour longer, unlefs, by 
good luck, he was engaged elfe- 

where, 

Z 



/ 



r »44 ] 

Where^ which, to the great relief 6( 
the whole company, he luckily was j 
fo that after a further ftring of about 
ten minutes long of words, (which 
were all noun fubftantives, bccaufe 
having no connection with each 
other, they were all obliged to (land 
by themfelves) he decamped, and 
received the filent thanks of the 
whole company for fliewing them 
his back. 

My owner's acquaintance perceiv- 
ing an enquiring kind of curiofity 
in his face, began thus : 

" That gentleman, who talks fo 
** much, and fays nothing, has per- 
*' haps better rcafons for making 
" ufe of unmeaning words than moft 
«« people imagine.'* " Reafons !** 

fays 
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fays my ow;ier, "Can any man h^ve 
" a reafon for wafting his words and 
<« time, in faying nothing ?" " Blefs 
«' me,'^ fays my owncr^s fricnc^, 
** how little do you know of the 
« matter ? Did not Sir William 
« Y- — , in Sir Robert Walpole's 
*' time, obtain the poft of fecretary 
*^of war, for the fole qualification 
** of talking two or three hours to- 
** gether, without either himfclf, or 
*' any of the houfe being able to 
*' pick the leaft meaning out of a 
*' fingle fentencc ; and yet the lan- 
*' guage was very genteel and very 
*« polite ? Is there not now a thou* 
^« fand men of ^reat parts ftarving, 
** whilfl: fellows that never were 
*' guilty of fpeaking a word of fenfc 
** in their lives, occupy feveral con* 
fiderable polls; but the gentleman 
Vol. III. L «*juft 
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„w dcpaited has better rea- 

. :i^L! iU this-, for at four years 

. ..1 hv^ loft a pcnfion by making 

■ . ..w' ii'«chi he is al prefentia 
■■ 1 . .iv ili.^n of eight hundred a year, 
'• a. .J his friends agree, nem. con. 
'■ ihu: he is in no danger of lofing 
" it by iuch on accidcpt at prefent : 
*' but t>.^d much care cannot be taken 
*' iu Uich ticklifh affairs. I am 
" ihcu tore apt to think that he is 
'• l,'>:ic how or other always'upon 
** his giiard, elie, in fpite of his 
*' ii-«'ili, he muft once in feven years, 
*' rttnivUl Ail ocean of words, have 
*' blundcrcJ out one tolerable fcn- 
** tencc, vfhich, I am really inform'd, 
*' has not really happened in that 

* period." He then told my owner 

the udiole (lory of the gentleman's 

baip^:^! unlucky as to bfc his firlt 

penCoa 
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penlion at fo early an age ; all 
which I bottled up, ' and did not 
lofe a fingle fyllable ; therefore, gen- 
tle redder, if you have curiofity 
enough to follow me through all the 
tranfaftions that .preceded, and occa- 
iioned this unfortunate fpeech, that 
loft the four- years-old penfion, I'll 
tell you the ftory 5 but you mufl: 
have all the apparatus, for I never 
will lug in a tale by the head and 
fliouldcrs, as Joe Miller, or fome 
fuch profound writer, tells us, a man 
did by Sampfon, for having no tale 
in his budget but one, which hap- 
pened to be about this faid Samp- 
fon, and being willing to club his 
ftory with other people, let the fub- 
jefl: be what it would, hfe always 
lugg'd in poor Sampfon, and thereby 
proved himfelf ftronger than the 

L 2 ftrongeft 
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ftrongeft man in the world. What 
do you fay to it, my gentle reader ? 
I don't fay readers^ becaufe I would 
not fuppofe you would cheat xdy 
thrice-worthy friend the great cir- 
culating librarian, by reading two 
or three at a time in one and the 
fame book 5 I therefore repeat, gen- 
tle reader, will you attend or not ? 

I won*t detain you long, like a 
certain, lawyer of whom I heard a 
gentleman tell a ftory, which I 
fhall firfl: give you in his own words^ 
as nigh as I can remember. 

** I was one day," fays the 
gentleman, " in Weftminfter-hall, 
** when a certain very eminent law- 
•* yer, on going to fpcak, was two 
<* or three times interrupted, but at 

*Maft 
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*« laft he got his lordlhip's ear, and 
*' then began his fpecch : " My 
*' lord," fays he, " a — hem— I have 
*^ very little to fay — hem — hem — I 
promife 1 fhall not detain the court 
long—- hem — ^hem — hem — but it 
is hard to be interrupted, when 
what I have to fay will be faid in 
** fo few words — hem — hem — hem 
*' — hem— very little explanation 
** will make the court and the 
jury underftand the cafe as clear- 
ly to the full as I do myfelf, a 
*' —hem — a— hem— But, my lord j 
^* your lordfhip muft own, when a 
•* man has fo very little to fay, ic 
is very hard he fhould be inter- 
rupted. It is not my talent to de- 
** tain the court with long fpeeches, 
^' or go about and about with need- 
le* lefs circumlocutions to miflead the 
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** court and the jury. I undertake 
" to fpeak in no caufe that needs 
*^ the aid of fuch evafive doings ; I 
*' love to come to the marrow, as I 
" may fay, of the bone at once, 
*' that the court and the jury may 
** tafte the merits of the caufe at 
** firft fecting out ; this prevents 
*' their palates from being vitiated 
" by falfe fauces, which will be pre- 
*' Tented them in long artful fpeeches, 
*' wherein feveral of my brethren, 
** both to the right and left, are 
" adepts. I fay, therefore, my lord, 
<^ is ic not hard ^hat a man that has 
** fo little to fay, fhould be fo often 
«' interrupted. I complain 6f it, 
" my lord, becaufe it happens more 
** frequently with me than any other 
«* praftitioner at the b^r-, 1 never 
♦♦ interrupt any gentleman j I never 

^' cut 
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^« cut any body Ihort, and give an an- 
" fwer to what a gentleman is going 
^* to fay : I confine my anfwers to 
^' what a gentleman has faid, not 
** what he is about to fay. I hear all 
*' with patience and attention, my 
*' lord y and, in the main, there is 
** good policy in acting fo, if rightly 
*''confidered; for give people rope 
** enough, and nine out of ten will 
*' hang themfelves ; but if I indulge 
" every man in his own, if I keep 
** my eyes open either by treading 
" on my own toes, or making me- 
*^ morandums of my own private 
" concerns, or by any other me- 
" thods well known to the court ; 
" if I do all this, I fay, my lord, 
•* fhould not I have the fame indul- 

I 

*' gence as other people ? fauce 
?* for a goofe is fauce for a gander 

L4 "all 
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f^'M the world over, my lord ; thit 
"proverb ts admitted in cvery\ 
" court in Europe ; and three or four 
«* hundred years peaceable pofleffion, 
*« will furely prevent any ejc<3tment 
*'. from being brought againft that 
** good old fayiirg, my lord, and I 
f^ claim the benefit of it : I fhall 
f^ take up very little of your time, I 
"^flfurc your lordlhip.** 

*VThe learned counfellor^s luckily 
** mentioning fauce'for a goofe, loft 
*' me the remainder of his preface, 
" which did not, I am told, laft a- 
f « bove an hour longer, and, by that 
time, he had forgot his fhort 
fpeecb^ and never, came at the 
" marrow of his marrow-bone ; but I, 
'*^ at the found of the word goofe^ 
*^ recplle^ed I was to dine that day 

"on 



cc 
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^* on a fine godfe, on which 1 afk*d 
'' a manly looking gentleman that 
*' flood clofe befide me, in a white 
*' currd vigj and feemed, to my 
«« thinking, to be a mafter^tayJor, 
*' if he could tell me what o*cl6ck 
" it was ? he inftantly pulled out a 
^' gold watch, with a chain of five 
'Minks, and two feal^ dangling^ at 
*' the end of each link. I then con- 
" eluded he was a toyman, and took 
" that genteel method of carrying 
" part of his Ihop about . him j 
" finding by the mformation of this 
** gentleman's ten-fealed watch, that 
" I fhould, by putting the beft leg 
" foremdft-, be fcarce able to arrivie 
*• time enough to cut up the goofe, 
^^ which is an exercife I take great 
" delight in, efpecially if it is a fat 
?^ one, I therefore abruptly left the 

leacaed 
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" learned man of the law qonvin^ 
" cing the judge what a fliort fpacc 
*' of his time he would encroach 
*' upon, and haftened to get a leg 
*' and a wing, and, perhaps, afmall 
*' (lice on the breaft, of what would 
** be of more fervice to me than 
" all the appurtenances of the law 
*' put together, which, I am told, 
•« in this kingdom amount to the 
*' fmall number of fourfcore thou- 
•Vfand fouls." 

Are not you very glad, gentle 
reader, that the gentleman got his 
belly full of goofe, inftead of flaying' 
for the remainder of the lawyer's 
fpeech ? I am, I aflure you ; it could 
have been of no fervice to any body 
hut my bookfeller ; for as I never 
curtail any body*s fpceches, you muft 

have 
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hav^ had thirty pages more, either 
to have read or (kipp'd over, before 
we had come to this unfortunate, 
fenfible, four-year-old fpeech of 
Dickey's, which, at fo early an age, 
loft him a penfion •, but now, thanks 
to the goofe and, the gander, we fhall 
come at it in good time. 

% 

k 

" You muft know," fays my own- 
er's friend, " that this gentleman's 
'* name is Richard, (though there 
" was no faint of that name, yet fe- 
" veral good men, to my knowledge, 
" have been called Richard bi^fore 
*' now ; king Richard's name was 
*' Richard, but as I can't fay much 
" for him, I'll proceed :) now as this 
*' gentleman's name is Richard, they 
** therefore, when a boy, called him 
l^ Dickey. Dickey, though he is grown 



^ 
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** up to be Richard, and hopes to be 
«' Sir Richard feme day, when the 
** fit takes the king to knight a few 
^' calves, loves to hear it mentioned 
^^ that he once faid a good thing, 
*' and therefore never fails to tell the 
*' tale himfelf, though to nobody 
" but friends and ftrangers, but 
«' Dickey, (Richard, Ifhould.have 
<« faid, now he is a man) has the art 
**of flattening a ftory fo much, 
^' that people can't tell when he has 
" finifhcd ; whether he begun with 
" the good thing or ended with it, or 
*' wrapped it up in the middle of his. 
** tale, but take it upon trufl: that 
«« it was fomewhere in the ftory, tho* 
«Mhey could not clearly efpy the' 
*« place" 

Methinks 
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Methinks I hear a lion-faced fel- 
low, whofe two -principal fangs are 
changed into two broken black 
flumps, bawl out, Hold, fir, if you 
thus interrupt yourfelf, you'll never 
get on with your ftory. My' grim 
looking friend, no matter for that; 
if I get on with my book 'tis the 
fame thing to me -, my bookfeller ' 
pays me by the (heet, and the reader 
can but have his meafure ; a belly 
full is a belly full, though it be only 
of that kind of Irilh walUfruit calPd 
potatoes, but rather than difturb the 
ha/mony of your features by mak- 
ing you angry, Pll proceed with ail 
imaginable expedition, thpugh, in 
fpite of the fierceft face you can put 
on^ I'll end this chapter firft. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Much ado about whai is worfe than 

nothing. 

** IPVlckey's grandmother was a 

** J^ fine old lady, and valued 
f' herfelf greatly upon her delicacy. 
** Unfortunately for her fhe happen- 
*' ed to be ftrangely troubled with a 
*' diftcmper, called by the ancient 
*^ Saxons, the ghormhanrhuttlcs, 
*' bur, by the learned difciplcs of Ga- 
•* Icn, it is now called the wind- 
*' colic, which was not content with 
*' walking out at the fore-door of 
" the old lady's clay tenement, with 
*'' a guggling kind of a noife, called 
*' by the FroglanderS; belchabacum- 

" ihau. 
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«* Ihau, but it would frcqucmly if- 
«< fue out at a poftern-gate, with a 
*' noifc like a crack'd trumpet, 
** ^hich would ofcen fo embarrafs the 
the good old foul, that it put her 
upon ways and means of prcvent- 
** ing the confufion Ihe was too often 
** involved in, on account of thefc 
*' trumpet-like founds. Now this 
*' four-year-old Dickey being a fine 
*« hopeful boy, the grandmother dc- 
*' dared him her favourite, and al- 
*^ ways kept him clofe to her elbow, 
" having prcvioufly agreed to give 
** young Dickey a penny a day to 
*' buy gingerbread with ; for which 
*' it was ftipulated, that when any 
of thefe. crack*d blafts happened, 
the old lady was to give him a rap 
** on the pate, and fay, firrah, how 
^^ dare you f— t fo ? and Dickey 

" was 
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*^ was to anfwer, I could not help if, 
*' grandmamma. Now one uxifor- 
«* tunate day, a woeful day, a day 
** indeed of woe ; when Partridge^ 
** whole coUeftion of evil ftars and 
*' planets had met, and clubb'd thek- 
•* heads together, how to flied their 
** malign influence on the pocM: 
•« harmlels old lady Dickey's grand- 
** mamma, a large company of 
** polite acquaintance were aflem- 
** bled at her houfe : whether the 
*• influence of thefe evil ftars rari- 
** fled the air too much in the old 
** lady's bowels, 6r from what other 
*' caufe it proceeded, I am not duly 
** authorized to fay ; but certain it 
*• is this Saxon diftemper, this ghorm- 
** hanrhuttles became exceeding trou- 
*' blefome, and at the fame time lb 
*« bafhful before company, that it 

" refufed 
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^^ Ttfoisd DO come (mt at the fo^e- 
^ door, but thought to fncak awaf 
^ backwards in fiience^ which it did 
^ four or five times, but kfc fuch 
^ a perfume, that all the poor in- 
^^ nocenc dogs in the room got 
<< tui'med out. The okl lady finding 
^^ that fcheme would hold water no 
^ tonger, boldly fent her gueft &)tth 
<' at the pofiern-door, with the old 
^< trumpet-like found, and lent Dickey 
<* a rap, who replied^ <^ 1 could not 
*^ help it, ^andmacnma i* but on 
^ repeating ic half a dozen times, 
t< (he was obliged to feem more and 
^^raone angry with her favourite 
** Dickey, and, to all appearajace, 
^ incxeafe the jimarcnels of her raps. 
^ Fire times did this puragbn of a 
*^boy, this four-year-old Dickey, 
^ hear tbe raps patiently, and an- 
VoL. HI. M fwer 
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" fwcr very properly ; but the fixth 
" time the old lady's knuckles 
" chanc'd to hit fo hard, that they 
" drove all patience out of Dickey's 
'' head, and before (he could think 
" what he was about, to her ever- 
" lading confufion he had utter'd 
" the following fentcnce : " If ybif 
" hit fo hard, grandmamma, I will 
" not father your f — s any longer." 
" Well might Dickey value himfelf 
" upon this fpeech, for neither De- 
•* moftheries or Cicero I an) certain, 
" in ten of the beft orations they 
" ever fpoke in their lives, could 
" excite fuch different fenfations in 
" an audience, as this fingle fentence 
'^ of Dickey's did : the delicate old 
*' lady, the grandmamma, turned 
*' pale, and was ready to fink thro* 
" the fattin-cufliion that had fo often 

" vibrated 
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«« vibrated with thofe trumpet-like 
'' tones V diftrefs appeared in the 
** face of the old lady's daughter, 
" Dickey's mamma 5 mifs Squeam- 
" ilh, the old maid, who^ although 
" (he was near fifty, never had any 
" more than otie child, and two mif- 
** carriages, fcrew'd up her face, and 
.** and look'd as if (he had drank f^lt* 
water, and was going to throw it up 

again ; lady Lazarus , whofe 

" fore legs (he fancied were a pro- 
** found (ccret,look'd fneeringly with 
" a haughty difdain on a creature fub- 
jeft to fuch a filthy diforder ; Mrs. 
' Frowfey, whofe fkin had the na- 
tural perfume of tannerVbark, 
kept opening and (hutting her 
*' gold-fnufi^box, with fuch an air 
" of delicacy, you would fwear (he 
^' fed on nothing but ambrofia, and 

M 2 " wafh'd 
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*^ wa0iM her liands in nedar inileadf 
** of perfumed pearl-powder, which^ 
<^ though laid on very thick, coul4 
*• not prevent the effluvia of her flcio 
•* from faluting your nofe : two or 
^* three Jadies, by checking a laugh 
^^ which had got half way out, put 
^* their faces into the attitude of a 
** boy, whofe companion having 
*^ given him a fmart &'oke with a 
^' fwitch, ftands confidering whether 
*' to laugh or cry. Lady Nicenofc, 
*^ who has been known to fpend.an 
*^ hour at a time in the liable with 
" her hufband's coachman, (who is 
*^ the dirtieft dog in the creation, 
^^ and keeps both his ftable and 
*^ horfes in as dirty a pickle as bim- 
** felf,^ fainted at the thoughts of 
*' fitting in a room where fuch inde- 
^^ licate fumes had mix'd with the 

*< pure 
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•^ ptire air ; whllft the worthy, opcn- 
*^ hearted lady Mean well laugh'd her 
«* fides almoft fore, and then, very 
<* feftfibly obfcrvM, that. although no- 
^ body was a greater friend to de- 
*• ccncy than hcrfelf, yet (he dc- 
•* fpifcd ail over-afFcdcd nicety ; for 
** experience, fte was certain, would 
** convince every one, whofc life 
«* Providence fhould be pleafed to 
** prolong, that old age was fubjeft 
** to infirmities which youth had no 
** idea pf, and nobody need be a- 
*' fhamed of it, but thofc who were 
<^ aftiamed of being old : in fliort, 
^ the good ferife of that lady, 
** brougte all the company to them- 
<« fclves again, (except the coach- 
^ man's lady, by which I concluded, 
*« nothing but the ftndl df the fta- 
^ ble would go down with her,) and 

M 3 ^ Dickey 
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" Dickey was pronounced a very 
" fine boy. But from that day 
" he loft his penfion 5 whether it 
" was the effeft of a fudden ana- 
" thema that might fecretly efcapc 
" from the old lady in the firft 
" onfet of her confufion, or fome of 
^* the evil ftars »(hed their bane- 
" ful influence on Dickey*s heacj, 
" I know not, but certain it is, he 
** never faid a good thing fince, nor 
'' ever will, if he lives to the age of 
« old Parr." 

* i *. * 

• ■ : t - ■• 

Mcthinks I now hear another of 
my wife-phizz'd readers fay, JlVh^t 
a long Canterbury-tale has this fel- 
low built upon a f — ! Your obfer- 
vation, my worthy friend, is a very 
juft one ; but as the foundation of 
my tale is ftronger than you are ^. ' 
ware of, 1 can*t do lefs than pre- 

fent 
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fent it you to build a better tale 
upon ; if you can't do it, 'tis your 
fault, not mine. 
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No good ever attends interruptions. . 

NEVER did I pafs an after- 
noon fo pleafantly in my life; 
a dialogue betwixt lord George and 
lady Mary, was maintained with 
fuch true fenfe, fpirit and delicacy, 
and in fo elegant a ftile, that I am 
very angry with myfelf for not be- 
ing able to give my reader a faint 
idea of it. The manners of high- 
life, when guided by fenfe and in- 
nate goodnefs of heart are truly ami- 

M4 able, 
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able, mi the charmUig ptitf (bc^ 
fween wkom ibit arfternooa's con- 
ference was a court^l^ Off my tonics 
fide, and a half afienc on the lady's,) 
yy'd with each other in delicacy of 
feptimpnt and of expreliion. 

Lady Mary's grandmanfin[)a wa$ 
prefent all the time^* and a fine old 
lady (he is of her age as an.y in the 
fbur quality-t)ari{bes of St. Jatties's, 
St. Martin's, St. George's, or Maryl 
le-bone^ yet although this match 
was as good ais made up, you'll be 
furprisjsed to think how flight an ac- 
cident had like*to have broke it off : 
butrU teli you the fjtory, 

I wifh you would tell u^ firfi:, 
iays a fea-captain, with a great 
cockade in his hat* how the devil 
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f OH came into cotnpati/ with my 

lord George, and lady Mary, and hit 

grandmother ? you talk of H fdkrvr 

bringing in Sampfon by the bend 

and (boulders, but if you have ndt 

thnull yourfelf into lord George*! 

and lady Mary's company by the 

head and (boulders. Til be d d» 

Noble captain, fays I, don't be 
in fuch a pa(fion i you may be d— »d^ 
for aught I know, whether I got ia 
by the head and (boulders, or heels 
foremoft ; but there I did gtt } and 
becaufe you have not a(k'd ine ci- 
villy, I won't tell you which way i 
therefore, if you don't chufe 10 
hear the ftory, you are welcome to 
Iheer offl 

What between fea-calves and land- 
lubbers, never was poor devil To 
2 inter- 
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interrupted in bis bulinefs as I am ; 
this water-animal has driven all 
ideas fo totally out of my head, 
that I fliall never be able to put the 
ftory again into that pretty, nice 
roundeau chat I had once (hap'd it. 
The fpirit of it is gone, and if I had 
not promifed it, my readers fhould 
not have been troubled with it ; but 
if I muft come to difgrace, I rather 
chufe to do it by keeping my word 
than breaking it. 

Gn Thurfday afternoon ; of all 
days in the year, I think it was on 
a Thurfday •, no, I am wrong ; — 
it was Friday ; — I am wrong again ; 
it could not be Friday, becaufe I 
am fure it was not fo nigh the end 
of the week, and yet it was not 
Wednefday. — You muft excufe me, 

kind 
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kind reader, 1 am nat recovered 
enough from the trepidation into 
which that captain with his greafy 
uniform put me, to tell this ftory 
as it ought to be told : fpare me a 
little, and I fhall recover by degrees, 
but if I clofe the chapter firft, you 
will have a better chance of know- 
ing what I am about, becaufe I can 
take a (hort walk up and down my 
garret, to bring my fenfes about me 
before I begin again. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

^be autlm' efc4ipis a fccwering. 

YO U muft know, reader, that 
this fame lord George is as com* 
plete. a gentleman as ever entered a 
drawing-robm ; and lady Mary ndt 
a jot inferior in every quatificatioti 
defireable in the fair fex ; therefore 
to repeat a converfation, anddojuf- 
tice to this charming couple, re- 
quires a cool moment or two, for 
it ought not to be rabbled over 
like Mr. ♦ ♦ ♦ • 's tales of cocks 
and bulls, which never reach the feat 
of the memory, but glance plump 
from the drum of the ear through 

the 
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the noftf ils» and mix with the open 
air again in an inftapt : for all which 
caufes and confideradons I muft, my 
thrice worthy reader, (I wifh I could 
add, and admiier) beg you'll excufe 
me entering upon that talk for the 
prefent, and Fll give you another 
ftory that fliail begin with a lord. 
But a$ he faid nothing, I ihall have 
no converfation to repeat* but only 
plain fa^s to relate, which I can fliU 
do, in fpite of that captain's bluflT 
face and great cockade : but let me 
firft premife, that 1 am not fo great 
a coward as t/o be frightened by his 
fierce looks and great cockade alone ; 
no, no ; there was a farther confi- 

deration, I was afraid he had a prefs*- 

» 

warrant in his pckket; and aU prefs- 
warrants impower people to take 
men in e^her ragged or thread-bare 

coats 
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coats with impunity, becaufe they 
are fure the poor wretches have no 
friends to call them to account. 

I was paid into the hands of a 
noble lord, who rammed me, and 
fcverai more of my brethren, into 

his waiftcoat-pocket in fuch a crump- 
led condition, that I cxpefted we 
were, whenever the fit took him, to 
be made ufe of at the temple of the 
goddefs Cloacina *, but the man bad 
more wit in his anger (as country- 
folks fay) ; he carried us to Boodle's, 
where he loft me at the firft bett, 
and threw me acrofs the table to a 
fober, careful-looking gentleman, Tor 
lord^ or fomething or other, for he 
rouft be fomebody, or he would 
hardly have been there) who un- 
twifted me with great care, and put 

me 
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me into his pocket-book, with 
much form as if he had been an ho- 
neft money lending city ufurer. I 
thought myiclf exceeding lucky, for 
had my lord Hareb'rains offered to 
untwift me, I fhould have been torn 
half in two, at lead, and then have 
been glad to wear a flrengthening- 
plafter on my back all my life af- 
ter. In this pious-fac'd gentleman's 
pocket-book I lay very fecure, but 
in great fear of foon being taken out ' 
again, and kick'd about from one 
wild fliavcr to another, by which 
means I fhould have flood a chance, 
in fome angry fit or other, to get a 
hole made in my body with their 
nails, or apiece bit out of my fides ; 
but my new mafter luckily proved a 
gatherer, not a fquanderer. Every 
five minutes I had a frefh companion 

coming 
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tcoming to take a nap in the pocket- 
book. At la(l, juft at the clofe oi 
the evenings my mailer, who I (hail 
call Mynheer Van Steadyphiz, open^ 
ed hifi pocket-book, and. began to 
examine his notes one by one, till 
he came to me, and brought me as 
Carefully out as he had put me in^ 
fure, thinks I, he has not loft a 
bectl however, as k i$ the firft to- 
night, he may well afford it ; but I 
foon found he was only giving a 
young fpark change for a note of a 
hundred, having wpn eighty of him ; 
I was elapp'd intd a little fob-pock- 
et-book of the young gentleman's, 
with nothing but a fblitary fifty to 
bear me company. I never ^^Std 
an evening fo pleafantly in my life ; 
he proved to be one of your fenfible, 
o^bfervation making notes, which I 

did 
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did not wonder at, when he told ma 
his father was an Eaft-India Direftor, 
All the time our new mafter lay 
fabring, withf-as much content as if 
he had won five thoufand, iiiflead of 
lofing one, we had a mod agreeable 
chit-chat, and he told me feyeral 
tales ; which, if I have time, the 
world (hall be the better for, but 
not till I have unladed my own 
cargo. Little did I think that s^gree-p 
able night would be attended with 
fuch a tragical fcene as it was in the 
morning, when I loft, for ever loft, 
IBy fenfible friend, without hopes of 
ever feeing him again. I am fure 
it has made fuch an impreflion on 
my fpirits, that J cannot help wifli- 
idg all your faucy common low-lived 
hudies were fent to Bridewell, and 
f heir keepers to Bedlamt 
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Our young n^^fter bo foon«r 
drefs'd^ th^n, to comfort hii^i&lf 
attfitr his lofs^ away he w^at tia 
' brea]cfai]t wjch hi& m^ijfny a yo^Qg 
hdyy whofe rpotber had htea fa 
great a^ friend to. the butcherjs. qi 
ClarGrMarket, thatr (he had kiqdly 
taken uncon^mpn pains to convey, 
l^g^ quantities. o£ beef,, muttop,^ 
vea}, pork, &c. &^c, fro^i theit; f^op$. 
to. the pot apid fpit : whether, like. 
Mn Aflbley, fhe did it fro bono-pu^ 
ilicoy or like^ Mr. W— s,, ^r^ p4/r^^9, 
or- like * * * *, proregfiy I, wonftrpr^^? 
tend; to determine ; all; I cap, ayer 
with certainty is^ that immenfe quan^ 
titieS: (be had: conveyed in her time 
from the market to the porragopot, 
and had beg^n to initiate hep daiighr^ 
ter, into the fame tr^de, or myftery;, 
but the young' ladyi,^ at the age of; 

t|iir^ 
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riiirteea, thwight fir to gi^^e the prew 
fcrctice to a more ptfblic occupatiott ; 
though, I bdi^ve, the firft four 
years of her labours^ irt fffcad of pf d\r^ 
ing fro bono pdhUco^ proved fra bono 
cbirurgiano. One of that profeffion, to 
whom file had fcn't! a number of cul^ 
tomers taget the bridges of their 
nofes reftiffed, had the gratitude to 
fet hfer OH her legs again, when ihe 
was cither at, or very near the hit: 
ftage. Some folks are fo ill-natur*d 
as to think <here was not fb much 
of gratitude in the aft, as hopes of a 
frefli harveft! from her induftry, ^heil 
her conftirution wiia ftrong enough 
to communicate that fatal' difeafe a- 
gain to her cuftomers, without im- 
pairing her external charms : but if 
that was really the cafe, the nofe- ' 
mcndfer was bit, for juft' at the 

N2* tim^ 
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time (he was prepared and fitted foi 
another cruife, our young hero took 
a fancy to her, hired her a houfe, 
and gave her fine cloaths, which 
enabled her (though flie ftill fol- 
lowed her public bufi'nefs) to take 
her choice of culls fo well, as to 
efcape the dreadful diftemper ihe 
had fuflfered fo much from in the 
four firft years of her beginning 
•bufincfs, 

Mypofleflbr — on his firft coming 
into her breakfaft*ro6m, began to 
toy with her, but Ihe put him off; 
and direftly fat down to break faft. 
I knew fo much of thofe fort of caih 
tie, as to be fenfible there muft be 
fomething in the wind, when they 
refufe to perform the myftcries of 
theif calling. 1 wans not wrong in 

my 
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ifly conjefture, for whilft tht fe^ 
cond dilb of tea was pouring 
out, " My dear," fays (he, " I want 
*' money/* Ho ! ho ! thinks I, the 
»cat is out of the bag now ; ten to 
one but before night I go again into 
Taviftock-ftreet, and, perhaps, may 
fee the black ftumps of my old ac- 
quaintance, Mrs. Doubleftitch again; 
but I had reafon to be well-pleafed 
that I never gueffed wider of the 
mark in my life, for inftead of mc 
he lugg*d out my brother fifty, and 
put him into her hands. Madam, 
with an air of vulgarity which never 
entirely quits perfons of her rank 
and education, cries, "Fifty! and 

<« be d d ! why it will hardly 

** ferve for a breakfaft." Then, to 
make her words good, (be clapped 
my unfortunate comrade between 

N 5 \:^^ 
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two flices of bread and butter, a&d 
fwaUowe4 km domi with as much 
iagility as ihc had formerly taljjen 
her piU$ and bojufes. Neyer was 
zftonifhrj^cni e^ual to mine, all the 
blood in my veins grew chiU wkh 
horrgr; and, had any body fccxi me, 
I ^n^g^ine I cut much the fame fi- 
gure that Ulyflis did in the cavi? 
of PoJypheme, when he laiv his 
companions devoured by that one* 
^y'd moofer. T&faytrujh, theafeo- 
nifhrritntr of my owner was iict]^ 
inferior to mine: lik« a cat watch* 
ifig a moufe, he kept ftaringat hef 
for ^t kift two minutes, without 
fuffering his eyepltds to make oiue 
r^ngle wink. A^ laft, in the mild^ 
fafy^ genteel . tone, which fbe had 
Earned in thp nF^^rket, (he began 
thw: <^ Blaft your peepers, you fon 

of 
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^ of a w ■'■' - e ; how dare you irie 
** mt fo ?^' This pretty, eloquent, 
littltj Ihort fpeech brought "him oiat 
of his reverie ; but, foftiehew or o- 
ther, infpired him with aii IndiiA- 
tion to imitate At fame ftilc. Mffs 
was partly out trf luck with her aifs 
this time ; fiot* he being rather Tore 
with his laft night^s lofs, arid fifty 
going fo fuddenly without cithtr 
rhyme or rcafon, brought all his 
cholcr td his afliftartce ; he firft flung 
h\i o*n difli of fcalding-hot tea ih 
her face, by i^iy of wattiitig his 
bank-note down, and then, in imi- 
tation of her ftite I fuppofe, re- 
pligd, " Blaft your eyes, you brini- 
** ftorie-whore, this is tht laft penny 
** you fhall ever have of mine." Oh 
whith, taking his hat, he walked 
dlttftly out of the houfe, before ma- 

N4 dam 
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tiacn had tim€ to fall into a Mi 
which I obferved (he was putting 
her face in tune to do, as foon as 
flie felt the warmth of the tea. I 
was congratulating my poflefTor on 
the conqueft he had gained, and, at 
the fame time, wilhing the improvi- 
dent wretch might never touch ano- 
ther penny, or even recover fix- 
pence of it frpm the Bank^ till po- 
verty had fo Wafted all the flefh from 
her rump, that every diredlor, if he 
chofe to peep, might plainly read 
the number on her hucklebone. 

Whilft I was bufy in tbcfe cogi- 
tations, her hopeful maid came run- 
ning after us, bawling, " Sir, Sir ! 
" dear Sir, my miftrefs is dead*** 
*« Dead !'* fays my pofleflbr, (who, 
iirom this time I call Tquire Shallow- 
crown,) 
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tfo^n^) " why I left her alive b«C 
*' juli now." *' Very true. Sir," fays 
the girl, " but the inftant you ftcp- 
** ped out of the door, (he fell Mpon 
** the floor as flat as a flounder, and 
** is, by this time. Til anfwer for ir, 
** as ftifF as a poker •, flie jufl: had 
"had time to fay> O Betty, he's 
** gone, and my heart is broken.*' 
At this poor Shallowcrown began 
to melt like a tallow-candle, when 
there is a thief in it. *' Betty" fays 
he^ " do you think there is no hopes 
*« of her recovery ?" " Very little^ 
" I fear, Sir ; if your rubbing her 
*< temples don't do it, there. is fraall 
«* chance indeed ; but pray don't let 
*' the poor creature be lofl:, becaufe 
** a poor woman can't help being 
*« foolifli fometimes." " She (han't, 
** if I can prevent jt,'* fays Shallow- 
crown ; 



rrown ; fo away he turns back. Ail 
this time I faw her pcepihg through 
a corner of her dining-room window, 
to fee how Betty fucceeded, that Ihe 
might be dead or alive at her re- 
turn, juft as the exigency of affairs 
required. 1 was therefore certain 
we fhould find her ftretch*d on the 
floor as dead as a herring. O man ! 
man ? thinks I, whatfoit of a fttange 
animal art thou ? An Englifti maftiff 
that (huts both his eyes land runs 
plump into the gripe of a bear, is a 
prince of a dog for fortfight, when 
compared to a muddy- brain*d two- 
legg'd puppy. 

When we arrived at the habita- 
tion of this wretch, we found her 
juft as I cxpefted, ftretched on the 
carptt with her petticoats fo neatly 

dit 
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bar legs to great adrantage ; and be- 
iog a very fine iimb'd brim, flie 
gucfs*d that wo4ald have no bad ef- 
fed : the niaid tnAaatly fell co roar« 
iog and bawluig, aod calling for 
cold water and hartlhor'n, whiJft my 
friend Timothy Sfaallow^rown fat 
down on the caspet, aiid taking her 
bead on his lap, fell to chafing her 
temples ; but he chaf *d, and Betty 
Hung water in her face for five mi- 
nutes all in vail) ; ihe, like Sidro^ 
phel, when he bit both Hudibras 
and RalphO) 

Shut both her eyes, and held her breathi 
And to the life oiit-afled death. 

How nature could, in one creature^ 
make fuch a ftrange mixture of 
deep cunning and a^bfurdity, Ifhould 
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be at a lofs to account, did I not fee 
inftances of it every day both in man 
and woman : inftances fo contra- 
diftory, that what my eyes really be- 
hold, I can fcarce reconcile myfclf 
believe, — When madam had kick'd 
and fprawPd about^ with as much 
art as if fhe had been feven years 
apprentice to the trade^ (he at laft 
came to life again ; (I fancy all my 
readers guefs flie intended it from 
the firft,) when flaring wildly at maf- 
ter Shallowcrown, juft as you have 
feen Juliet do at her beloved Romeo^ 
(he fuddenly feiz'd him round the 
neck, and, in the tragical tone cx- 
claim'd, " And art thou returned ? 
*' Never^ O never willwepart again." 
" No ; no more wp will, Polly,'* 
fays Shallowcrown ; this he fpoke fo 
like Jubilee Dickey, that, in fpite 

0f 
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of all my anger, it fet me a laugh- 
ing heartily. - However, to make 
Ihort of my long ftory, which be- 
gins to tiremyfelf as well as my read- 
ers, before any other bufinefs could 
be entered upon, (he made him give 
her a draught on his banker for two 
hundred pounds ; and, on fear<:hing 
his pocket-book, cond'efcended to 
take poor me to buy ribbands with. 
Adieu, fays I to my quondam maf- 
ter, as he went out at the door, thou 
art a gudgeon of the firft clafs ; ra- 
ther than ndt be taken, I find thou 
wilt fwallow the naked hook ; and 
if this mod abandoned, unthinking 
wretch doth not bring thee to a 
morfel of bread, TU give thee 
leave to fay when I am dead, that 
Sok}mon, the wifeft man in the 
world, and myfelf the moft learned 

of 
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of bank-nates, were only a brace oi 
buzzards, 

I did not remain long with this Mrs. 
Mac Devily which pleafcd me not 
a< little ; for befides being in danger 
of walking down her wide throaty 
(where I fhould have cat a finaiS 
figure^ herpallage having admitted 
a fifty-peunder beforev) I did noc 
lik^ her company^ as I was furenot 
one of her a6tions« wovdd be worth; 
remembering, unlefs the eurfe of po- 
verty had fallen upon her, which' 
could not be, fo long, as I ftaid 
with' her;r I was therefore gladta 
go, and will teU you how I went^ 
and why, and wherefore. 

After the maid and her brimfliip 
bad diverted themfelves with themoft 

vulgar 
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vulgar cutting jokes and fneers upon 
thismaftcrToby Shallowcrown, which 
I own he richly deferv'd, altho* from 
hec it was the blacked: ingratitude, 
Mrs. Abigail fuddenly recolleded 
that fhc had itruck the finifliing^ 
flrqke in fetching him back, and 
therefore deferved a new gowu^ ac 
ka(t, for her trouble; fo told her 
miftf efs (he could not giye her lels 
thaO' fiy^ guineas, to buy a filk gown 
with : for my part I thought ths 
wench, mighty reafonable in her de« 
maiids; (be difplayed great general- 
fiiip in perfuading, him to return ; 
ajnd uncommon prfifenceof mind all 
the time her miftrcfs's hum-cull fit 
l^^d, But here behold another in- 
fiance of the moft abfurd inconfiil- 
cncy 5 this wretch, who could fo wan- 
tpnly dcftroy fuch a fum as fifty 

pounds 



r 192 3 

pounds for nothing but a certainty of 
doing njury to the man from whom 
flie received her daily bread, all on a 
fudden now becomes covetous, be-, 
caufe called upon to gratify a per- 
fon that really deferved ten times 
more than Ihe aflc'd ; for had mafter 
Toby Shallowcrown gotten fairly 
away in his paflion, the odds would 
have been greatly againft 'Mifs 
Brim, whether fhe would ever have 
fcen him again-, hoiwithftanding 
which, Ihe flatly refusM the five 
guineas, and the mild Mrs. Abi- 
gail as ftoutly infifted qpon it : this 
brought oh a fcene of altercation, 
attended with a whole cart-load of 
accufations and recriminations, ut^ 
tered in fuch an amazing, uncorh^ 
tiion ftile, that all the converfatioa-r 
pieees of St, Giles's, Chick- Lane, 

Hpckley^ 
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Hockley in the Hole, Billingrgatc, 
nay, even Newgate itfelf, would ap- 
pear the efferice of polite converfa- 
tjon, compared to this Tartarian dia- 
logue. At laft the maid, with a 
volley of imprecations, fuch a$ would 
have frightened the devil himfelf 
away, had he been liftening, fwore 
that {he would inftantly find out 
Shallowcrown, and blow her miftrefs 
to Jiell ; I aik pardon for ufing the 
mild Mrs* Abigail's own words, but 
I could not help thinking them 
very exprcflive. 

The Abigail's laft fcntcnce utter'd 
with a determined air, inftantly 
brought Mifs Brim to her fenfes: 
flie found fhe had met with her 
match, fo was forc'd to come down 
ten guineas inftead of five, on 

Vol. III. O which 
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v>hich I was diredly fent to the tea« 
(hop for a pound of tea and change. 

• 

Thus was I delivered out of ttie 
hands of a fiend, with the mod: hea- 
venly perfon joined to the molt 
hellifh tongue and rotten hqart of 
any human being that, I believe, 
ever was, or ever will be created. 

Would you reflefit, O ye fimpic 
youths, what wretches you fofter in 
your breads, what vipers you warm 
in your bofoms ; inftead of fufFering 
your deluded fenfes to be drawn 
away by painted fepulchres, filled 
with rottennefs, you would view 
them with horror and deteftation^ 
and, in fpite of all the efforts of 
ungovernable lud, ficken at the 
thoughts of embracing fuch ma- 
gazines 
4 
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gazincs of corruption. Burl am i- 
afraid I am preaching to the wind, 
dr, at lead, ihall have no better 
fuccefa than an honefl ale-drinking 
parfon, not above fifteen miles from 
town, who, every Sunday morning, 
mounts his pulpit with a defign to 
awake his parifhioners to a due fenfe 
pf their fins, inftead of which, as 
fure as he mounts, he preaches them 
all fafb afleep. 

C H A P- XIX* 

Contains nothing hut a Jew^ a leg of 
pork^ and a feafe-pudding. 

,r » 

THE laft chapter left me in the 
bands of the tea-man, but this 
chapter won*fc find me there for all 
that, becaufe I was inftantly paid 

O2 [to 
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to a tea- broker, whp carried mc di- 
rcftly into the city, and dclive^red mc 
into the hands of the uglieit dog 
of a Tew that the fun ever (hone 
upon. With this Ifraelite I went 
hooie to dinner, pleafed vvith an 
opportunity of feeing hpw thefe 
quondam people of God, far*d now- 
a-days. I cxpcftcd, by the appear- 
ance of this Achan — the . fon of 
Zerah* — that I ftould fee him fit 
down to a head of garlick, with" a 
piece 6f bread and fait, and, per- 
haps, a fallad ; for all th^ cldaths on 

• The 2 2d chapter of Jofliua, verfe 20v Dia 
not Achan the fon of Zerah commit a treipafs 
in the accurfed things and wrath fell on all 
the congregation of ifraeL 

N. B. Our author puts down this note to 
ihew» that he feldom gives folks nanies with* 
out a meaning. 

8 , his 
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his bacl^ were not worth above nine- 

prence, on a moderate calculation ; but 
how. was I furprifed to fee a fine leg 
of pork and a peafe pudding come 
fe'oaking upon table ; the Hebrew, 
without a fingle ejaculation, or fa 
much as lifting up his eyes, fell at 
the pork with fuch eagernefs, that I 
cxpefted he Would not fo much, as 
leave the (hank unfwallowed ; but I 
was miftaken, for I believe four 
pounds was the mod ht did eat, (the 
leg weighed eight) but the pudding 
paid very fevcrcly for his mercy 
tt> the pork; for althoughthe left 
very near half the leg of the forbid- 
den beaft, yet not a tenth part of 
the pudding efcaped the rage of his 
grinders -, the moment the a<5t of 
maftication ceafed, he feized on 
a two-handled cup, much fuch a one 

O 3 as 



t «9^ 3 

w tlomcf dcfcribcs old Ncftof*^; 
and clapping it with both hands to 
hi^ greafy thick lips, took a moft 
unchriftian-like fwig, but what the 
liquor was I had no time to enquire, 
for the inftant he had finifhed, hs 
wiped his mouth with the back of 
his hand, where he let both the wet' 
and greafe remain to dry, and ran 
away dircftly to carry me to a poor 
needy (hopkeeper, who riot only paid 
him a guinea for a month's loan of 
me, but was at the charge of fend- 
ing cloth of twice the value to the 
Ifraelite's warehoufe to lay as fecurity. 

The (hopkeeper did 'not keep me 
a moment, but ran like bewitched %o 
jtake ]up a bill that lay at a banker's. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XX. 

By which the reader may judge how ma* 
nyfeel a Spaniard takes at ajiride. 

BY the banker I was paid next 
morning to a tradefman, who 
kept grumbling at my Lord Four- 
eyes, for ordering his goods-out of 
his Ihop without ever intending to 
pay for them, and pondering to him- 
feif what name was bad enough for 
him : honeft man, thinks I, call him 
a thief at once. 

For my part t n6ver had any great 
notion of noble blood running in any 
man's veins : where the pox muft he 
get it ; can the king, by making a 

man 
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man a peer, transfufe noble blood 
into the grandfon of a low ufurer ? 
ridiculous ! 

This puts me in mind of ^ dia- 
logue I heard my father read between 
a poor Spaniih nobleman and a rich 
gentleman, who would have married 
his daughter, and kept both her and 
her father and mother in affluence; 

but tho' reduced to a cruft, and that 
cruft not to be come at above three 
days a- week, yet the noble Don kept 
up his part. 

** It was one of my anceftors,** fays 
this Don Furiofo del Meagrephizo, 
(meafuring at the fame time the 
whole length of a thirty foot room 
at fix flrides, and continuing to do 
it backward ^nd forward all the 

time 
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time he was fpeaking,) *< that bani(h-- 
" ed the fun from his prcfcncc for 
** ever, for daring to fhine on that 
** infamous day, when a petty gen- 
^^ tleman of Andalufia. was. made a 
** grandee of Spain ; and (hall I, the 
*< defcendant in a dired line from 
" fuch a heroe as that^^ difgrace foK 
** illuftrious a race by matching my 
"daughter below her dignity? for- 
" bid it all the (hades of my noblc 
"anceftors!" 
'*'The noble (hades of your an- 
ceftors, (fays the gentleman,) may 
with great propriety forbid it, be- 
** caufc they can live upon air : but 
" can they bid, as well as forbid ?" 
" Bid what ?" fays the Don. 
" Why, bid you," replies the gen- 
tleman, " to a good dinner and 
"fupper; which I can, and will do 
• ' *[ every 
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cc every day ; and, by producing i 
<« fat furloin of beef, or a well-fed 
*« turkey, do more than all your great 
"anceftors put together can. But 
** pray how far back do you go for 
*' your anceftors ?** 

Don, " To the great Romulus the 
" founder of Rome.'* 

Gent. " And pray who was that 
" Romulus r** 

Don. " I told you, the founder of 
«« Rome," 

Gent. " True, you did j but was 
" he nothing clfe ?'* 

Don. " Yes j he wai? the greateft 
'* man in the then known world." 

Gent. ''The greajeft rogue you 
^< mean ; and could the people he 
♦^ fled from have catched him, they 
"would have branded him on the 
" back, and chained him to an oar : 

" but 
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«« but he had the forefight to join 
** with a gang of thieves and vaga- 
^< bondsy the fcum of all the nations 
*' round them j nunf)bers made them 
f^ftrong enough to defend them- 
** fclves at firft, and defpair prefent- 
**ly rendered them fo formidable, 
** that they called themfelves heroes ; 
^' and from this ncft of murderers, 
** pirates, rogues, and pickpockets, 
''the dregs of nations, and the 
*• outcafts of the world, t;he great 
'< families of the Italian Signores, 
" the Spanifli Dons, the German 
♦* princes; the French monfeigoeurs, 
^< and the Englifli dukes and earls 
*^ are all defcended : for Ihame ! for 
^* (haitie ! talk to fools and idiots 
*'of noble ideas by inheritance: 
•'where was the nobility of the firft 

'' man ? Mr. Adam was a noble gar- 
'' dener, and earned his living by the 
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^« fweat of his brow. Did he dig 
" the noble blood he tranfmitted to 
«* part of his pofterity out of the 
" earth, or where elfe could he firft 
"find it, think you?" 

Whether the Don l;fl:en*d, to the 
voice of rcafon, joined with the crav- 
ings of an empty ftoma:ch, or that 
pride prevailed, and kept him ftrut- 
ting / with empty pockets up and 
down his empty room, I cannot in- 
form you, becaufe the flieet of pa- 
per in which my father had brought 
a quarter of a pound of butter from 
the chandler's (hop, ended where I 
do ; and as I fcorn to coin either a 
beginning or ending for my own true 
tales, you may be fure I will not do 
it for any body elfe. 

END OF THE THIRD VOLUMeT 
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